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Appropriating Auroville's heritage





Auroville is an international, experimental and spiritual community located in Tamil
Nadu, south India. Founded in 1968 and based on the teachings of the Mother and Sri
Aurobindo, Auroville is supported by the Indian Government through the Auroville
Foundation, an autonomous body under the Ministry of Education, and by UNESCO
through five resolutions of support.

What follows is a compilation of events that Auroville residents have been faced with
since the appointment of Dr Jayanti Ravi as Secretary to the Governing Board of the
Auroville Foundation. This dossier is focusing on the takeover and mismanagement of
Auroville’s assets & finances, as well as human & natural resources by the Office of the
Secretary between December 2021 and October 2023.

Two other dossiers on related themes have already been compiled, and have earlier been
released. Further updates may later be released, depending on the needs, unfolding
events and available resources.





A Dream

“There should be somewhere on earth a place which no nation
could claim as its own, where all human beings of goodwill
who have a sincere aspiration could live freely as citizens of the
world and obey one single authority, that of the supreme truth;
…

In this ideal place money would no longer be the sovereign
lord; individual worth would have a far greater importance
than that of material wealth and social standing. There, work
would not be a way to earn one’s living but a way to express
oneself and to develop one’s capacities and possibilities while
being of service to the community as a whole, which, for its
own part, would provide for each individual’s subsistence and
sphere of action.

In short, it would be a place where human relationships, which
are normally based almost exclusively on competition and
strife, would be replaced by relationships of emulation in doing
well, of collaboration and real brotherhood.”

Extract from “A Dream”
one of Auroville’s foundational texts

written by the Mother in 1954
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Introduction
Auroville was founded in 1968 on a barren plateau of Tamil Nadu that had been deemed
‘uninhabitable’ in a United Nations study. Over the last 50+ years, the project has been endowed
with land holdings financed by international and Aurovilian donors, and community members
have undertaken exemplary work towards restoring natural resources – water, soil, and a rare
forest type endemic to the southeastern coast of India, the Tropical Dry Evergreen Forest. This is
an integral part of Auroville’s Master Plan, which includes a large Greenbelt that connects to the
Matrimandir at the centre of Auroville, through green corridors. All natural resources of Auroville
are to be managed and protected in accordance with the laws and regulations of the State of
Tamil Nadu and the Government of India, and Aurovilians are committed to doing so for the
benefit of their community and immediate neighbours, and humanity as a whole. This extends
to significant archaeological heritage uncovered in the Auroville area.

Urban development of the Auroville township (immoveable assets such as residential and public
buildings, roads and other public infrastructure) has been financed by international and Aurovilian
donors, as well as the Government of India. All assets of Auroville (land, funds, immoveable
assets) are vested in the Auroville Foundation, an autonomous body under the Ministry of Human
Resource Development. As such, functionaries within the Foundation as well as the Residents’
Assembly have certain powers and responsibilities towards the management of these assets,
including protecting them, and ensuring that they are utilised and developed in accordance
with the Charter of Auroville. Other assets include moveable and digital assets, such as
Auroville’s internal communication platforms and archives, which constitute a significant legacy
given the uniqueness of the Auroville experiment.

Under the administration of a new Secretary of the Auroville Foundation, Dr. Jayanti Ravi
(appointed in June 2021) the community has seen unprecedented mismanagement and
destruction of Auroville assets and resources such as land, forests and archaeological
heritage, institutional and residential buildings, and digital assets:

Residential and institutional buildings - The Office of the Secretary has ordered the destruction
of existing residential assets together with the eviction of their Auroville stewards, and
appropriated residential assets built for Newcomers and teachers of Auroville to house her
non-Aurovilian Foundation staff, including her personal driver. By issuing Office Orders she has
also taken over ACUR, the Town Hall of Auroville, dedicated to the Working Groups and
administrative services of the Residents’ Assembly, as well as both the Auroville Outreach Media
offices (liaison with media) and the Auroville Archives (housing the recorded history of Auroville)
– detailed in the Dossier: Censorship and Takeover of Communication Platforms.
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Finances - The Office of the Secretary, with the support of the Governing Board, took over the
management of Auroville’s funds, replacing in 2022 the Funds and Assets Management
Committee selected by the Residents’ Assembly according to due process, as well as its
subgroups, notably the Budget Coordination Committee (responsible for administering the
municipal budget of Auroville). This dossier highlights the mismanagement of Auroville’s
communal funds that has ensued. For more information on the takeover of the management of
Auroville’s funds, see the Dossier: Takeover of Auroville’s Internal Governance. In addition, the
Office of the Secretary, together with the Governing Board (GB), have been requesting
unprecedented amounts of Government of India (GoI) money (1000+ crore rupees), without any
consultation with the Residents’ Assembly (RA). The RA has also not been informed of the
purposes for which these funds would be utilised, and has no oversight on the expenditure.
However, the RA has noted a wastage of GoI funding in the destruction and unlawful repurposing
of GoI-funded assets.

Moveable & digital assets - The Secretary has taken over all internal communication platforms of
Auroville, including its online discussion forum, and Google Educational Suite - which includes the
personal email address of every Aurovilian and the contents of their Google Drive – following
allegations of anti-government activities which have so far not been corroborated. This has led to
breaches of privacy and many community members being blocked out of their inboxes and from
other Auroville online services. The administrators doing this work on behalf of the Secretary
remain anonymous and it is not known whether or not these administrators have signed
Non-Disclosure Agreements (NDA’s). The Auroville Archives have also been appropriated by the
Office of the Secretary. You can find more information on this topic in the Dossier: Censorship and
Takeover of Communication Platforms.

Natural resources & cultural heritage - While the Auroville Residents’ Assembly has expressed
its commitment to pursuing development in line with the Master Plan: Perspective 2025
framework and other relevant regulations, the Office of the Secretary has disregarded official
Residents’ Assembly Decisions on this topic, and the Town Development Council she appointed in
2022, in disregard of the existing Town Development Council selected by the Residents’
Assembly, seem to be pushing for rushed urban development at all costs. This poses grave risk to
precious natural resources such as Auroville’s forests and water catchment areas, as well as
significant archaeological heritage, which are to be protected under existing government
regulations and the National Green Tribunals’ court injunctions.

Land - The most concerning issue is the mismanagement of land. As Estate Officer, the Secretary
has the duty to intervene in issues of land grabbing, and as we shall see below, has been
negligent in carrying out such duties. Additionally, as Estate Officer, she has overseen the
exchange of Auroville plots that do not follow due process. Notably, the Land Board, at the
behest of the Secretary, is exchanging lands that were originally purchased with Mother’s
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sanction, and which are of much higher value than the plots they are exchanged for, losing
Auroville crores of money. It is important to note that no Auroville lands have been purchased
with GoI money, instead relying on donations from Auroville residents and well-wishers from
India and the world at large.

Glossary
Auroville Council (AVC): Auroville Working Group responsible for the internal affairs of Auroville.
Auroville Foundation: Autonomous body under the Ministry of Education, comprising an

International Advisory Council (IAC), a Governing Board (GB), and the Residents’ Assembly
(RA) represented by its Working Committee (WCom).

Auroville Foundation Office (AVFO): The Auroville Foundation Office, located in Auroville, is the
office of the Secretary to the Governing Board of the Auroville Foundation.

Budget Coordination Committee (BCC): A committee of the Residents’ Assembly appointed by
the FAMC (see below) to manage the municipal budget of Auroville. This includes collecting
contributions from Auroville units and individuals as well as external donors, allocating and
disbursing budgets for Auroville services and administering residents’ stipends, called
“Maintenances”.
- /AVFO ‘BCC’/: Subgroup of the /AVFO ‘FAMC’/ appointed in 2022.
- RA BCC: Subgroup of the RA FAMC.

Central Public Works Department (CPWD): The Indian government authority in charge of public
sector construction works.

Crown Road: A road envisaged to connect all four zones of the Auroville City Area: Cultural,
Residential, Industrial, International.

Funds and Assets Management Committee (FAMC): Auroville’s 9-member Funds and Assets
Management Committee is the official body responsible for the management of the Auroville
Foundation’s funds and assets.
- /AVFO 'FAMC'/: FAMC appointed by the Office of the Secretary in 2022.
- RA FAMC: FAMC appointed by the Residents’ Assembly since its constitution in 1997.

Housing Board: The Housing Board is appointed by the FAMC to manage and allocate the
residential assets of the Auroville Foundation (stewardship, repairs etc.).

Governing Board (GB): One of the three statutory bodies of the Auroville Foundation, consisting
of nine members, two of whom are ex-officio and seven of whom are nominated by the
Ministry of Education, Central Government of India.

Land Board: The Land Board is appointed by a selection committee of the Residents’ Assembly
constituted by the Auroville Council, and is responsible for land purchase and land protection
in collaboration with the two major Auroville Working Groups (see below), the Working
Committee and the Funds & Assets Management Committee, as well as the Secretary of the
Auroville Foundation, who acts as the Estate Officer.
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Land Stewardship: Auroville forest and farm land is managed via the allocation of stewardship to
Auroville residents experienced and dedicated to green work.

National Green Tribunal (NGT): An Indian statutory body that deals with expeditious disposal of
cases related to environmental protection and other natural resources.

Office of the Secretary (AVFO): Office of Dr Jayanti Ravi, Secretary to the Governing Board of the
Auroville Foundation. Also referred to as ‘Auroville Foundation Office’ (AVFO).

Residents’ Assembly (RA): The Auroville Residents’ Assembly is one of the three statutory
authorities of the Auroville Foundation, and is composed of all Aurovilians over 18. The
Auroville Foundation Act designates the Residents’ Assembly as responsible for all day-to-day
management, administration and decision-making of the community, and further has the
authority to undertake such duties in whichever way it sees fit. The formulation of the master
plan, for approval by the GB, is also a responsibility of the Residents’ Assembly.

Town Development Council (TDC): Auroville’s Town Development Council.
- /AVFO ‘ATDC’/: TDC appointed by the Office of the Secretary in 2022.
- RA TDC: TDC appointed by the Residents’ Assembly since its constitution in 2012,

through the Master Plan, Perspective 2025, document. The planning of the Auroville
Township is a function of the Residents’ Assembly as per the AV Foundation Act (1988).

Working Committee (WCom): Auroville’s 7-member Working Committee (WCom) is the
statutory body responsible under the Auroville Foundation Act for assisting the Residents’
Assembly and liaising with the Governing Board of the Auroville Foundation. It also functions
as the official representative of the Residents’ Assembly to local officials, the Government of
India, and other external bodies.
- /AVFO ‘WCom’/: WCom endorsed by the Office of the Secretary.
- RAWCom: WCom appointed by the Residents’ Assembly.

Working Groups: Administrative groups and committees of the Residents’ Assembly in charge of
the day-to-day management and coordination of various aspects of community life.
Administrative groups are primarily made up of members of the Auroville Residents’ Assembly,
selected in accordance with selection processes that have been approved by the Residents’
Assembly, with mandates also approved by the Residents’ Assembly and, in some cases, the
Governing Board of the Auroville Foundation.

IMPORTANT NOTE

The Office of the Secretary of the Auroville Foundation (‘Auroville Foundation Office’ - AVFO)
has reconstituted many of the important working groups and committees of the Residents’
Assembly, creating parallel groups. For the purpose of clarity, names of these parallel groups
will be preceded and followed by slashes, e.g. /AVFO ‘FAMC’/
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Mismanagement of Auroville assets and
finances, GoI funds and international donations

Executive Summary
As Secretary of the Auroville Foundation, Dr. Jayanti Ravi is responsible for the unprecedented
mismanagement of Auroville assets financed by international and Aurovilian donors, as well
as the Government of India, and of Auroville’s communal budget, following a takeover of the
Funds and Assets Management Committee (FAMC) and Budget Coordination Committee (BCC)
duly selected by the Residents’ Assembly. The Office of the Secretary and the committees she has
established have:

- ordered the destruction of existing residential assets together with the eviction of their
Auroville stewards, as well as the destruction of existing community infrastructure, to
make way for the development of the Crown Road;

- replaced the Trustees and Executives responsible for significant Auroville assets &
services, without justification or due process, such as ACUR (the Town Hall of Auroville,
dedicated to the Working Groups and administrative services of the Residents’ Assembly),
the Auroville Visitors Centre, Auroville Outreach Media offices and the Auroville Archives
(detailed in the Auroville Dossier: Censorship and Takeover of Communication Platforms);

- made drastic changes to budgetary allocations, including discontinuing or reducing
stipends to 1 out of 8 Auroville residents, without justification or due process.

Moreover, while the Residents’ Assembly and its Working Groups have noted a wastage of
GOI funds in the destruction and unlawful repurposing of GoI-funded assets, at the behest of
the Secretary, the Governing Board (GB) has requested unprecedented amounts of GoI money
to fund the development of Auroville. The Residents’ Assembly was not consulted in this
decision, nor informed of the purposes for which these funds would be utilised. For more
information on the takeover of the management of Auroville’s funds, see the Dossier: Takeover of
Auroville’s Internal Governance.

The above has been done in complete disregard of the internal policies of the Residents’
Assembly of Auroville and general principles of natural justice, as well as the ethical and
lawful use of funds and assets.
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Timeline of Events

Early June
2021

A new Secretary of the Governing Board of the Auroville Foundation, Dr
Jayanti Ravi, is appointed by the Ministry of Education of the Central
Government. She is warmly welcomed by the Aurovilians.

The new Secretary insists on the need to develop Auroville, to which
Aurovilians agree. She further states that the Auroville Crown Road is a key
feature of Auroville’s development plan. Most Aurovilians agree that the
Crown should be built, but request for some flexibility in the process, since the
“Master Plan Perspective 2025” is more than 20 years old, soon to expire, and
does not take into account the current ground realities of Auroville.

July 31
& Aug 1

A ‘Crown walk’ is organised by the new Secretary. 380 Aurovilians are
curious and attend the said event. This is later misrepresented as ‘support’.
The next day, some of those who participated in the walk as well as other
community members write an open statement on the city which collects
signatures from 450 residents. This statement insists on the need for Unity,
flexibility and sustainability over any form of dogmatism or fixed conception of
Auroville’s development.

➔ Appendix A-1 - Open statement on the ‘city’

Aug 4
- early Dec

Meetings are held between the Secretary, her appointed ‘Town
Development Council’ (/AVFO ‘ATDC’/), working group members, and
concerned or directly impacted residents, notably stewards of residential
assets or forested areas on the proposed ‘Right of Way’ of the Crown.
These meetings are all held in small groups, are called at a very short notice
and residents that have different views than that of the Secretary are
progressively sidelined or silenced.

Several proposals are made to integrate the need for a Crown road while
preserving Auroville’s sustainable aspects and existing structures. These
proposals, aimed at finding a middle ground to fit everyone’s needs, are
presented to the Secretary and /AVFO ‘ATDC’/.

➔ Appendix A-2 - Proposal on the Youth Center / Bliss area
➔ Appendix A-3 - Proposal on the Darkali area

Aug 18 JCBs clear a 30-metre wide path in the pretext of surveying on parts of the
Crown Right of Way. On being questioned, members of the /AVFO ‘ATDC’/
retreat, admitting their mistake.
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Sep 30 120 Aurovilians publish an open letter to the /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ asking for a
“fair, honest, transparent and truly participative process that celebrates
and is built on Human Unity”, with a detailed list of questions and concerns
regarding /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ around issues of framework, professionality, values &
ethics. In its answer, /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ misrepresents the points in the statement,
and brushes aside its constructive suggestions.

➔ Appendix A-4 - Open letter to /AVFO ‘ATDC’/

Oct 6 A new Governing Board of the Auroville Foundation is appointed by the
Ministry of Education of the Central Government. This includes the
appointment of a new Chairman, Shri R.N. Ravi, Governor of Tamil Nadu, as
well as six additional members. Out of the seven new appointed members,
only one has been previously connected to Auroville. This is in contradiction to
the Auroville Foundation Act, which states that Governing Board members
must have previously “rendered valuable service to Auroville”.
A new International Advisory Council of five members is also appointed by
the Ministry of Education.

Oct 23 A group of residents write to the new Governing Board, calling for a genuine
dialogue towards the finalisation of Auroville’s Master Plan, and for an
environmental audit.

➔ Appendix A-5 - Email to the Governing Board by ‘Evolving Galaxy’, a
group of residents

Nov 2 First meeting of the new Governing Board. Among other points, the minutes
of the meeting indicate that the Board has approved “a budget outlay of Rs.
1,000 Crores … for Auroville Township development for the period 2021-22 to
2025-26 on the basis of the budget prepared by the ATDC”. It further states
that “a population of 15,000 by 2025 may be achieved”, announcing its plan to
multiply by five the population of Auroville within three years.

Most residents are surprised at this statement, and consider that such a
rushed development would destroy the very unique fabric of Auroville, which
was built with the dedication of its residents over 50 years. The Governing
Board had not met with the Working Committee, who represent the Auroville
Residents’ Assembly, nor had they interacted directly with the Residents’
Assembly, prior to this first internal meeting.

➔ Appendix A-6 - Minutes of the 57th Governing Board Meeting
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Dec 2 The FAMC releases a statement on AVFO’s breach of procedure and lack of
transparency regarding finances, specifically the Rs. 51 crores special budget
for infrastructure development.

➔ Appendix A-7 - Email from the FAMC

Dec 2 - 3 Youth Centre members receive an email from the /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ informing
that the work on clearing the 16.7m ‘Right of Way’ for the Crown Road will
begin ‘next week’. This ‘Right of Way’ is expected to destroy the existing built
up area of the Auroville Youth Center. This is despite having had earlier
arrangements, and having proposed several alternatives. The Youth Centre
responds requesting some time, and summarises their many efforts to propose
alternative options, culminating in a positive meeting at Sri Aurobindo
International Institute for Educational Research (SAIIER).

➔ Appendix A-8 - Email exchange between /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ and Youth
Center

Dec 4 JCBs come to clear the above-mentioned Right of Way for the Crown Road,
that traverses the Auroville Youth Centre.

No Work Order is presented by the people doing the clearing work, and
Auroville residents therefore block the work in view of the imminent, and likely
illegitimate destruction. The Office of the Secretary responds by requesting
police presence, under the false pretence that events are happening on
Government of India land, whereas Auroville lands are vested in the Auroville
Foundation as an autonomous body. After these explanations are given, the
police leave and request residents to solve the dispute internally.

➔ Appendix A-9 - Pictures & Video link
➔ Appendix A-10 - Letter of the Undersecretary requesting police

presence

Dec 4 - 5 Night clearing with JCBs in the Youth Centre area
On the night of 4-5 December, JCBs, accompanied by a large police force,
return to the Youth Centre area at 1 am in another attempt to clear the Right of
Way of the projected Crown Road area. They are sent from the Office of the
Secretary. Aurovilians and concerned youth rush to the site to prevent the
destruction of trees and structures, but encounter police roadblocks on
multiple access roads. Some minors are detained and put into a police van.
Auroville residents that do manage to arrive on-site succeed in blocking the
JCBs. Once again, the police leave following discussions with Auroville
community representatives.
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The following afternoon, the Residents’ Assembly meets to discuss these
shocking actions. The outcome is a petition to stop all developments and a
resolution, signed by over 500 residents, rejecting the violent and
threatening nature of these actions:

Auroville is a place “where men and women of all countries are able to
live in peace and progressive harmony, above all creeds, all politics and
all nationalities. The purpose of Auroville is to realise human unity.”
As a member of the Auroville community, I cherish these values and
the work we have to do together, whatever the challenges.
I reject violence, threats & actions which undermine community
processes and our collective work.
(Resolution signed by over 500 people, 5th December 2021)

➔ Appendix A-11 - Pictures Bliss Forest
➔ Appendix A-12 - Video link

Dec 6-7 Discussions with the Secretary regarding the future of the Youth Centre.
The Secretary meets with 2 residents and verbally informs them that if the
buildings are not immediately dismantled at the Youth Centre she would order
the JCBs to come back. She says that a No Objection Certificate would be
given for the Youth Centre to be rebuilt elsewhere in Auroville, however when
the concerned youths ask for written assurances that this would happen, these
are not provided.

Dec 9 Demolition of Youth Centre Infrastructure during third attempt at clearing
the Right of Way for the Crown Road, using hired enforcers
At 7:00 am more than 100 unidentified men, allegedly hired by an Aurovilian
under the order of the Auroville Foundation, enter the Youth Centre with two
bulldozers, once again without a Work Order. The paid crowd and machines
forcefully enter and destroy infrastructure, bulldozing trees and buildings.
Aurovilians, including women, are manhandled while attempting to peacefully
halt the illegitimate intrusion and destruction.

➔ Appendix A-13 - Pictures of the Youth Center’s destruction
➔ Appendix A-14 - Videos - Youth Center
➔ Appendix A-15 - ‘Facts vs Fiction’ video, in which the Secretary

publicly distorts the events that occurred

Dec 24 Takeover of Property: Following the destruction of the Youth Center, the
Office of the Secretary begins to take over other existing community assets.
The first instance of this is the allocation of two apartments in Auroville’s
Maitreye-II housing block to staff members of the Secretary’s Office, without
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following any community-approved procedure. This contravenes the reality of
Auroville’s housing crisis, and bypasses all internal policies on housing
allocation.

Feb 9
2022

All assets of OutreachMedia are taken over and the office space is sealed.
OutreachMedia is the Auroville unit that liaises with outside media agencies.
From one day to the next, their offices are sealed and an Office Order is
presented to the team, in which new executives, handpicked by the Secretary,
are appointed.
For more information on the takeover of OutreachMedia, see Dossier:
Censorship & Takeover of Communication Platforms.

➔ Appendix A-16 - Picture OutreachMedia office sealed
➔ Appendix A-17 - Picture OutreachMedia office notice
➔ Appendix A-18 - OutreachMedia Office Order

Mar 15 Memorium of Understanding (MoU) signed with the Central Public Works
Department (CPWD) without consultation with the Residents’ Assembly
and its nominated bodies - notably its Funds and Assets Management
Committee and Town Development Council.
Residents are only informed of the MoU because the CPWD publishes the
information on Facebook.

➔ Appendix A-19 - Facebook post

May-Aug
2022

Forcible takeover of Auroville’s main Working Groups. The takeover of the
main Working Groups of Auroville begins in May with the Working Committee,
which is a statutory body of the Resident’s Assembly. Next the AVFO
announced in June that the FAMC and ATDC were to be ‘reconstituted’, again
without any consultation or transparency. BCC & Housing Board, which are
sub-groups of the FAMC, were also taken over in July & August. In each case,
access to financial accounts and Google Workspace are removed from
members of the RA-constituted bodies, all of whom were selected according
to their mandates and via the agreed community processes. On June 27th, an
RA Selection Process was carried out to select new Working Group members
for the WCom, FAMC, AVC & TDC. From this point on the groups are styled as
“RA Working Groups” to avoid confusion with the AVFO-appointed groups
(styled as /AVFO ‘Working Groups’/). Please see ‘Auroville Dossier: Takeover
of Auroville’s Internal Governance’ for more information.

➔ Appendix A-20 - Auronet post: A Working Update from AVFO’s
‘WCom’

➔ Appendix A-21 - Auronet post: Reconstitution of FAMC & ATDC
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➔ Appendix A-22 - Auronet post: from /AVFO ‘FAMC’/ re BCC
➔ Appendix A-23 - Email from /AVFO ‘FAMC’/ re Housing Board &

Housing Service
➔ Appendix A-24 - Auronet post re the outcome of the 2022 Selection

Process

May 2 Demolition of residential asset in Centre Field
A residential asset of Auroville is demolished in Centre Field, supposedly in
preparation for the laying of the Crown Road. The bulldozing ignores the
Residents’ Assembly decision to pause all work on the Crown until certain
agreements can be made through collaborative processes. It also bypasses all
of the standard processes for the demolition of Auroville assets. To date, the
Crown Road works are still nowhere near the area.

➔ Appendix A-25 - Pictures Demolition in Centre Field

May 8 Community Response: A letter is sent by concerned Aurovilians to the
Secretary of the Auroville Foundation with regards to the statement by the
/AVFO ‘ATDC’/ that “all unauthorised constructions in Auroville will need to be
removed or repurposed until a renovation or removal, partial or full, is
necessary”.

The concerned Aurovilians’ letter states that “no construction by the
residents of Auroville is unauthorised as per the Auroville Foundation Act
1988 or Rules 1997, or any other statute / law in force. The residents, in
fulfilling their statutory duties, have faithfully built the assets of Auroville, and
the Foundation is not authorised to disturb or demolish any of its buildings in
contravention to the Residents’ Assembly or its activities.”

➔ Appendix A-26 - /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ statement and S. response
➔ Appendix A-27 - Residents’ Letter

June 21 Takeover of Property: Auroville Town Hall
On June 21, 2022, an Office Order of the Auroville Foundation Office named
new executives of the Auroville Town Hall – “ACUR” (Auroville Centre for
Urban Research) – to replace the existing team with no notice or reasons
given. Existing offices and assets (computers, etc.) are taken over, and
administrative groups and services of the Auroville Residents’ Assembly are
ousted from the premises.

This follows a police-enforced attempt to take over the office of the Working
Committee in the Town Hall.
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For more information see Auroville Dossier: Takeover of Internal Governance.

➔ Appendix A-28 - ACUR Office Order
➔ Appendix A-29 - Video of police demanding handover of keys

June 21 Takeover of Property, moveable & digital Assets, and Accounts: Auroville
Archives
On June 21, 2022, an Office Order of the Auroville Foundation Office names
new executives of the Auroville Archives, to replace the existing ones, with no
notice or reasons given.

See Auroville Dossier: Censorship and Takeover of Communication Platforms

➔ Appendix A-30 - Archives Office Order

June 26-27 Takeover of moveable & digital assets, and accounts: FAMC office
equipment
On 26-27 June all the office equipment and records of the FAMC are removed
from the offices of the FAMC selected by the Residents’ Assembly (RA FAMC)
at the Auroville Town Hall, and moved to the office of the FAMC appointed by
the Secretary of the Auroville Foundation (AVFO ‘FAMC’/). Access to the
official FAMC email account is revoked for RA FAMC members and transferred
to /AVFO ‘FAMC’/ members. Shortly thereafter, the access to the FAMC
Financial Service account is revoked for RA FAMC members and transferred to
/AVFO ‘FAMC’/ members.

➔ Appendix A-31 - Letter from RA FAMC to /AVFO ‘FAMC’/ requesting
that the assets be reinstated

July 6 Takeover of Property: SAIIER Apartment Block
A member of the AVFO takes the keys to all the remaining unallocated units of
the newly built SAIIER staff quarters ‘Harmony’ & ‘Prosperity’. No formal
notice was given. Since then, some of these units meant for SAIIER staff
(mainly teachers) have been allocated to personnel of the Auroville
Foundation.

July 19 Open letter from RA TDC to /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ criticising the seemingly
haphazard and unplanned manner in which work on the Crown continues
Members of the RA TDC note the need for “proper planning processes to
arrive at a sensible approach to the development of this important Master Plan
(Perspectives 2025) element; planning processes which re-unite our
community instead of furthering divide and conflict.” To date, the road is still
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being constructed in the same haphazard manner with no clarity about when
the construction will be completed.

➔ Appendix A-32 - Letter from RA TDC to /AVFO ‘ATDC’/

July 21 /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ communicates to the Auroville Housing Board that they will
no longer issue NOCs (Non Objection Certificates, equivalent to a building
site permission) to individual Aurovilians. From now on, they intend to have
temporary stewardship only, while approval for creation of new assets will
have to come from the Auroville Foundation.

➔ Appendix A-33 - Communication from /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ to Housing
Board

July 20 -
ongoing

Different sections of the existing Crown Road, funded with a Government
of India grant, are destroyed by the /AVFO ‘ATDC’/. RA TDC writes to the
/AVFO ‘ATDC’/ citing their destruction of Auroville Foundation property
without permission noting that this is punishable by law.

Given that the destruction was of an existing stretch of Crown Road, the RA
TDC also cites the January 2022 RAD (Resident’s Assembly Decision)
requesting a pause on all work on the Crown.

In a letter sent the previous day (July 21, 2022), they also cite the National
Green Tribunal ruling, which includes a stay order on any development on
the Crown until a report from a Joint Committee nominated by the NGT has
been submitted.

In both letters, they cite the need for proper planning processes before
development work is undertaken, and that no plans or work orders have been
presented for the work undertaken for the Crown. As a result, the RA TDC
questions the Implementation and Monitoring Committee’s professionalism in
implementing, monitoring or coordinating such works.

On the 6th of September, the RA TDC writes a letter to Govind Rajan of the
/AVFO ‘ATDC’/, who is overseeing the work, warning against the illegal
repurposing or sale of GOI funded materials, in reference to the redistribution
of sand and pavers of existing stretches of Crown Road that are being
destroyed at the instruction of the Auroville Foundation and CPWD. Some of
the bricks are repurposed for use by Foundation-allied individuals and
projects. They point out that the latter requires clearance from the Central
Auditor General (CAG) and is punishable by law.

➔ Appendix A-34 - Letter from RA TDC to IMC re Bliss

Auroville Dossier 3/3 - October 2023
Mismanagement of Auroville Assets, Finances & Resources

Page 14 / 353



➔ Appendix A-35 - Letter from RA TDC to IMC re Foundation Property
➔ Appendix A-36 - Pictures of dug up Crown
➔ Appendix A-37 - Letter of RA TDC to Govind Rajan of /AVFO ‘ATDC’/

Aug 9 The groups appointed by the Office of the Secretary announce that the
/AVFO ‘ATDC’/ role now ‘supersedes’ the role of existing land stewards
The /AVFO ‘FAMC’/ & /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ send out a community announcement
informing that they are redefining the stewardship of Auroville land and that
in the meantime the role of the /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ will supersede that of all
existing land stewards. Stewards are called to comply with /AVFO ‘ATDC’/
decisions, in stark contrast to earlier, collaborative approaches to
development.

➔ Appendix A-38 - Public Announcement from /AVFO ‘FAMC’ & ‘ATDC’/

Aug 10 - 14 The Director of the Auroville Earth Institute (AVEI), UNESCO Chair for
Earthen Architecture, sends professional technical reports to the Secretary
of the Auroville Foundation regarding the poor quality of the new Crown
Road

The report outlines the associated wastage of government funds granted to
the Auroville Foundation, stating that “the new paver blocks which are
presently being laid are 14% weaker than the old ones. Therefore, the
decision taken by the ATDC that you have nominated to remove the 7,040 m2
of pavers of the existing Crown Road – built with GoI funds given when Dr
Karan Singh was Chairman and worth 92.34 Lakhs Rs. (plus the funds spent
now for the demolition of the present road) – is unjustified and a pure waste of
the government’s money.”

The AVEI Director recommends to “immediately stop this road, get a proper
study and survey done, remove what has been badly done and resume the
construction of the road only once this study has been completed” and to
“scrutinise the work of this contractor and the CPWD, because they are not at
all following standards or best practices.

➔ Appendix A-39 - Communication by AVEI to the AVF Secretary with a
report of the July Crown roadwork

➔ Appendix A-40 - Report of the AVEI on the July Crown roadwork

On August 13th, the Director of the AVEI sends an additional report further
highlighting the poor quality of the Crown work being undertaken, and the
wastage of government funds for Aurovillle.
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➔ Appendix A-41 - Communication by AVEI to AVF Secretary with an
additional report on the Crown roadwork.

➔ Appendix A-42 - Additional Report of the AVEI on the Crown
roadwork

➔ Appendix A-43 - Communication of the report to the GB and IAC of
the Auroville Foundation

On August 14th, the Director of the AVEI publishes a follow-up to his report in
which he states that the contractor has begun removing the pavers.

➔ Appendix A-44 - AVEI Crown Follow Up Report

Aug 22 The /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ requests access to the Housing Service database of
residential buildings and their inhabitants. This request is denied given the
12 Aug 2022 MHC (Madras High Court) judgement that upholds the Working
Groups selected by the Residents’ Assembly (see Auroville Dossier: Takeover
of Internal Governance).

➔ Appendix A-45 - Request from /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ to Housing Board for
database & response

Aug 27 The /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ proceeds with an unannounced attempt to destroy
residential property of the Auroville Foundation on the Crown
The RA ATDC writes a letter to the /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ in which they denounce this
action as illegitimate, given that the development of the Crown is subjudice.
The latter is pending the finalisation of the report of a Joint Committee ordered
by the National Green Tribunal.

➔ Appendix A-46 - Letter from RA ATDC to /AVFO ‘ATDC’/

Sep 15 The Ministry of Education responds to a Public Grievance from a group of
Auroville residents (ASTHA) “with respect to incidents in Auroville
Foundation linked to the Crown way clearing work of Auroville Township
Development Council (ATDC),” stating that it is being examined.

➔ Appendix A-47 - Ministry of Education’s Reply to Public Grievance
from a group of Auroville residents

Nov 22 The /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ announces that the Crown Road work will restart and
Phase 1 is to be completed by the end of December 2022. This is despite the
fact that there are several pieces of land along the path of the proposed road
that are still held by private individuals. Out of 2.1km of the ‘new’ Crown
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Road, 1.4km has already been built, using GoI grants, in 2009. The roads were
in good usable condition prior to their unnecessary destruction.

➔ Appendix A-48 - Auronet post from /AVFO ‘ATDC’/: Crown Road
update

Dec 21 Long-standing Trustees of the Kattida Kalai Trust are discontinued by the
AVFO without a reason given, through an Office Order signed by the
Secretary of the Auroville Foundation. The Kattida Kalai Trust is Auroville’s
largest Trust, under which the largest number of Auroville’s income generating
entities are registered.

➔ Appendix A-49 - Office Order no. 496

Jan 7
2023

The RA WCom and RA FAMC report on the mismanagement of Auroville’s
municipal ‘City Services’ budget by the /AVFO ‘FAMC’/ and /AVFO ‘BCC’/
(who took over the management of the same in October 2022 – see Dossier 1:
Takeover of Internal Governance). The communication states that the /AVFO
‘BCC’/ are “removing maintenance [stipendiary] support of persons selected by
the RA”, and “funding their own self-appointed groups, without following any
previously agreed-upon procedure nor showing any form of accountability.” It
further highlights that “these individuals [members of the /AVFO ‘BCC’/] are
creating financial hardship and insecurity in a haphazard way without any
consultation nor agreement from the Residents’ Assembly and its approved
working groups.”

➔ Appendix A-50 - Mass Bulletin from RA WCom and RA FAMC

Jan 23 Individual Aurovilians receive emails from members of the /AVFO ‘ATDC’/
and /AVFO ‘Housing Service’/ stating that they will need to vacate their
homes due to these “being situated on the planned Radial / Outer Ring
Road”. No timelines are given with regard to vacating homes, or proposals for
alternative housing made.

The email reads “Though we do not have yet the fixed date of when these
buildings will be dismantled, part of it is likely to happen in the near future as
the planning work proceeds. As this concerns your residence, we are
encouraging that you already now contact the L’avenir d’Auroville/ATDC house
transfer sub-group consisting of members from ATDC, FAMC and Housing, to
find what possibilities are available for you transferring to another available
residence within Auroville.”
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The RA FAMC informs the community on 23 Jan that they are aware of the
matter and extend their support to those impacted.

➔ Appendix A-51 - Letters received by several community members
➔ Appendix A-52 - Mass Bulletin from RA FAMC

Feb 2 Eviction of Auroville Residents: the /AVFO ‘FAMC’/ informs 3 Aurovilians
that they must vacate the houses they reside in, and request the Housing
Service to place them on a high priority list for transfer to another residence.
There is no reason given for the eviction, and each Aurovilian impacted is a
long-term resident of the home they are being evicted from (in one case, for
over 35 years, on a compound she had personally financed). There is no
precedent in Auroville for requesting an Aurovillian to vacate a residence they
are the long-term inhabitants of, unless they lose their Auroville status or the
land is being exchanged.

Feb 21 The /AVFO ‘FAMC’/ share a new Housing Policy and Housing Mandate with
the community for feedback. There are several notable changes; the Housing
Board, which was previously the decision-making body of the Housing Group,
is eliminated, and the /AVFO ‘FAMC’/ become the main decision-makers in
most cases. As the Auroville Council is also no longer the arbiter of any appeal
processes, this leaves a situation where the /AVFO ‘FAMC’/ holds considerable
powers in all housing matters, without any checks or balances in place for
community members who do not agree with their decisions.

➔ Appendix A-53 - /AVFO ‘FAMC’/ Housing Policy 2023
➔ Appendix A-54 - /AVFO ‘FAMC’/ Housing Mandate 2023
➔ Appendix A-55 - HP 2011 vs HP 2023 - Key differences

March 18 Mismanagement of Auroville land: the /AVFO ‘FAMC’ & ‘ATDC’/ announce
that they are ‘redefining’ land stewardships and state that all existing land
stewardships are no longer valid. They pronounce that "From now onwards
ATDC is the authorised body that will decide on the land use of all Auroville
lands.” Land stewardship for Auroville’s forest and farm land had previously
been allocated by the Forest and Farm Groups in consultation with the TDC,
via a ‘Green Group’ consisting of Farm and Forest Group representatives. This
ensured that individuals with knowledge of forestry or farming were involved
in the land stewardship allocation process, and that lands were stewarded by
individuals with needed experience and commitment to green work.
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A member of the RA TDC, and a steward of forest land, publishes a response,
highlighting the responsibilities involved in stewarding such land, and
questioning how this could be managed by the /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ given their lack
of budget, competence, training, management plans, and maps for this
purpose.

➔ Appendix A-56 - /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ Announcement
➔ Appendix A-57 - Report by RA TDC member

April 12-22 Takeover of Auroville Services: On April 14 the RA WCom published an
announcement alerting the Auroville community of “an ongoing series of
attempted takeovers of various services in Auroville by the Office of the
Secretary to the Governing Board”. These included a range of services, from
the Visitors' Center and the AV Safety and Security Team (AVSST), to the Eco
Service and AV Arts Service, extending to the Board of the Sri Aurobindo
International Institute of Educational Research (SAIIER). The RA WCom
recounted how online meetings with the executives and managers of these
services were called by the Personal Assistant of the Secretary “with very
short notice, no agenda or purpose mentioned and no opportunities for
representation or discussion given”. They further highlighted that “there have
been no notices given, no hearings, no reasons, no written orders - in short no
due process has been followed.”

An Office Order dated April 12 was later produced by the Office of the
Secretary regarding the replacement of executives of the above-mentioned
services. The Order included the names of new appointees to the Services. In
some cases, these included names of Aurovilians who had not even been
approached by the Office of the Secretary with regards to their appointment.

On April 22, the RA WCom published a Mass Bulletin to the Auroville
community highlighting the lack of due process in these takeovers, notably,
that this was not in keeping with the Code of Conduct of 2017, approved by
the Governing Board.

➔ Appendix A-58 - Mass Bulletin of April 14
➔ Appendix A-59 - Office Order of April 12
➔ Appendix A-60 - Mass Bulletin of April 22

April 25 Mismanagement of Auroville ‘City Services’ budgetary disbursements:
Youth Centre Budget Cut. On April 25, the Auroville Youth Centre is informed
that their Auroville City Services budget, including Maintenances (stipends), is
being discontinued.
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June 19-20 Takeover of services and groups responsible for the management of
Auroville’s agricultural sectors: FoodLink and Farm Group.
FoodLink is an Auroville Unit that serves as an intermediary between farms
and consumers – individuals, community kitchens and grocery outlets, and
Auroville restaurants. On 19 June, the long term executives of FoodLink were
dismissed without prior notice or explanation, and without following due
process. They had been working there for 25 and 7 years, respectively. This
dismissal was effectuated by a new “Farm Service” constituted by the Office of
the Secretary through the above-mentioned Office Order.

The next day, on 20th June, all stewards of Auroville farms received an email
from the new /AVFO ‘Farm Service’/ announcing that “FAMC & Farm Service
are currently restructuring Foodlink” and further adding, in reference to the
Farm Group, that “the core group and sub-group no longer exists. All relevant
matters concerning farming must be addressed to the Farm Service”. The ‘core
group’ and ‘sub-groups’ referred to are groups that the farmers themselves
have created to enable collaborative management of Auroville’s agricultural
sector.

➔ Appendix A-61 - Email from AVFO ‘Farm Service’/ to Farm Group
➔ Appendix A-62 - Farm Group Response
➔ Appendix A-63 - Forest Group Response
➔ Appendix A-64 - Forest Group fact-check

July 4 The RA BCC publishes a Mass Bulletin reporting on the mismanagement of
community funds allocated for human resources. They report that, since the
/AVFO ‘BCC’/ and /AVFO ‘FAMC’/ have taken over the management of the City
Services budget – Auroville’s municipal budget – (see Dosser 1: Takeover of
Internal Governance) a total of 121 adult Aurovilians supported by this budget
have seen their Maintenances (stipends) cut, amounting to 13.6% of the
Aurovilians supported by a City Services Maintenance just before the RA
FAMC and RA BCC were replaced by these groups (888 in total, CS Report FY
2021-2022). The RA BCC further report that the Maintenance support for
children of these adults have been cut as well, while the Childrens’
Maintenance guidelines in vigour state that all children are eligible for this
support regardless of the Maintenance status of their parents.

They further state that no Bridging Maintenances (equivalent to
unemployment benefits) or gratuity settlements have been made available to
the Aurovilians and employees impacted, as would have been standard
procedure. The eligibility criteria for Bridging Maintenances are clearly
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outlined in the Work, Maintenance and Contribution (2018) guidelines in
vigour, while gratuity settlements for employees of budgeted services was
previously routinely paid for from the City Services Budget, which included a
Gratuity budget head and a dedicated account in Auroville’s Financial Service
to hold these funds.

While the first ‘wave’ of Maintenance cuts was to members of Working
Groups selected by the Residents’ Assembly (see Jan 7 entry above) this July 4
communication was immediately preceded by “a 100% budget cut to the
Forest Group (all Maintenances and salaries) and a budget cut of over 75%
to the Farm Group”. These cuts are incongruent with the budgetary priorities
that had been identified by the community through a participatory budgeting
process led by the RA BCC In 2022.

➔ Appendix A-65 - RA BCC Mass Bulletin

July 12 On July 12, a long-term Auroville farm steward of Ayarpadi Farm is
requested to give up a plot of 5 acres of cultivated land by the /AVFO
‘FAMC’/ and their newly constituted /AVFO ‘Farm Service’/. The stated
intention is to re-allocate the land to volunteers who have been given farming
training (in a farming project managed by a member of the /AVFO ‘ATDC’/) for
the last 6 months.

The Farm Group publish an open letter that challenges the request, noting
that farming is a skilled profession that involves long-term planning, and
suggests that volunteers could either be asked to join an existing farm or be
allocated land that is not yet part of an existing farm.

On August 29, an email is sent to Ayarpadi Farm, reversing the decision to
reallocate the land.

➔ Appendix A-66 - Letter to Ayarpadi farm steward
➔ Appendix A-67 - Open Letter from Farm Group
➔ Appendix A-68 - Letter to Ayarpadi Farm reversing the decision
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July - Sep Stipendiary support for Aurovilian seniors (so-called ‘Silver Fund
Maintenances’) put into question and ‘on hold’ by /AVFO ‘BCC’/.
In July 2023, senior Aurovilians who had previously been allocated stipends
by the RA BCC on the basis of their being 70+ years of age, having worked for
the community for 20+ years, and being in need of financial support, receive a
request from the /AVFO ‘BCC’/ to fill in a ‘Self Declaration Form’, seemingly in
order to justify continuing to receive this support.

On July 21, the RA WCom publish a communication to the community that
clarifies that these Maintenances had been allocated on a permanent basis,
and states that some of the questions asked in the form bring up concerns
around privacy, which is a fundamental right under Article 21 of the Indian
Constitution.

In July, senior Aurovilians newly applying for a Silver Fund Maintenance and
eligible to receive one according to the criteria previously applied by the RA
BCC (listed above) are informed by the /AVFO ‘BCC’/ that the /AVFO ‘FAMC’/
and /AVFO ‘BCC’/ are “currently reviewing this category”. In September, they
are informed that “All new enrollments under the Silver Fund category are
on hold”. Not even temporary financial support is offered meanwhile to
those requesting and in need of it.

➔ Appendix A-69 – Self Declaration Form
➔ Appendix A-70 – RA WCom: clarification regarding Silver Fund ‘Self

Declaration Form’ from the /AVFO ‘BCC’/

UPDATED TILL 1st OCTOBER 2023
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Mismanagement of natural resources & cultural
heritage

Executive Summary
Auroville was founded in 1968 on a barren plateau of Tamil Nadu that had been deemed
‘uninhabitable’ in a United Nations study. Over the last 50+ years, community members have
undertaken exemplary work towards restoring natural resources – water, soil, and a rare
forest type endemic to the southeastern coast of India, the Tropical Dry Evergreen Forest.

This work is an integral part of realising Auroville’s Master Plan, which includes a large Greenbelt
that connects to the Matrimandir at the centre of Auroville, through green corridors. While the
Auroville community has expressed its commitment to pursuing development in line with the
Auroville Master Plan: Perspective 2025 framework and other relevant regulations, the Office of
the Secretary has disregarded the Residents’ Assembly and its nominated bodies, while the Town
Development Council she has appointed seem to be pushing for urban development at all costs.
This poses grave risk to precious natural resources such as Auroville’s forests and water
catchment areas, as well as significant archaeological heritage, which are to be protected under
existing government regulations and the National Green Tribunals’ court injunctions.

Indeed all natural and archaeological resources of the Auroville area are to be managed and
protected in accordance with the laws and regulations of the State of Tamil Nadu and the
Government of India. Aurovilians have shown great dedication towards protecting these not only
for the benefit of their community and immediate neighbours, but also for humanity as a whole.

Timeline of Events

July - Dec
2021

The new Secretary Dr Jayanti Ravi insists on the need to focus on the
Auroville Crown road at the earliest. The proposed plan is more than two
decades old, was not made for implementation since no Detailed Development
Plans have been formulated, and its legitimacy is questionable. Residents ask for
Environmental assessments to be conducted first, and Environmental clearance
to be obtained, since the proposed Crown road would be implementable only by
felling thousands of trees, some of which are very valuable endangered species.
The proposed Crown would also destroy important and precious water
catchment areas, which are essential to Auroville’s and the bioregion’s water
needs. It further puts at risk archeological heritage, since it would pass over

Auroville Dossier 3/3 - October 2023
Mismanagement of Auroville Assets, Finances & Resources

Page 23 / 353



archeological sites. For all these reasons, alternative proposals are made, but
ignored.

➔ See section Mismanagement of Auroville assets, GoI funds and
international donations

Nov 24 The Ministry of Education’s UNESCO cell writes to the Auroville Foundation
with concern for the preservation of Auroville’s Archaeological Heritage,
stating that the Auroville Foundation is to ensure that “the development work in
Auroville Foundation (AF) be done under the guidance of the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) to preserve the archaeological heritage in Auroville.”

➔ Appendix B-1 - Letter from the Ministry of Education’s UNESCO cell

Dec 4 - 9 On the 4th in the morning, JCBs accompanied by members of the /AVFO
‘ATDC’/ are sent by the Secretary to clear Bliss Forest, a forested area that also
houses Auroville’s Youth Centre, in order to create a Right of Way for the Crown
Road. They start uprooting trees, damaging 40 years of reforestation efforts,
without any care for precious or endangered species, and without a Work Order.
Residents stop the work, but JCBs return on the night of the 5th and morning of
the 9th and wreak further damage to the forest, as well as the Youth Centre
infrastructure (as detailed in the previous section on the Mismanagement of
Auroville Assets)

➔ Appendix B-2 - Survey of trees in Bliss area

Dec 10 Darkali Forest threatened with imminent clearing for the Right of Way of the
Crown Road, endangered species and important water catchment areas at
risk.
While some residents attend a public meeting called by the Secretary of the
Auroville Foundation, bulldozers are sent at her behest to clear Darkali Forest, a
mature reforested area with many endangered species of trees, and important
water catchment sites. As was the case at the Auroville Youth Centre, the
bulldozers are accompanied by hired enforcers and no Work Order is produced.
Auroville residents try to stop the destruction without using violence. After
some confrontations, the situation evolves into a peaceful sit-down opposition,
as Aurovilians chant and refuse to move. They are informed that the following
morning, bulldozing will resume at Darkali, and receive threats of arrests and, for
non-Indians, deportation, if they obstruct the bulldozers.

(It is important to note that the stewards of Darkali forest had purposefully
avoided planting trees along the planned Right of Way of the Crown when this
was presented to them by Auroville’s TDC over a decade ago, and that the only

Auroville Dossier 3/3 - October 2023
Mismanagement of Auroville Assets, Finances & Resources

Page 24 / 353



reason the current clearing is threatening mature tree species as well as an
important water catchment is because the Right of Way has been shifted by
several meters without informing or consulting with the stewards).

Residents keep a peaceful presence throughout the night, and. early in the
morning, JCBs do indeed return to carry out the clearing. Those present on site
manage to stall the clearing to a certain extent by sitting in front of endangered
species of trees. In the afternoon, Auroville residents manage to obtain a stay
order from the National Green Tribunal on the Auroville Foundation’s clearing
work in this environmentally sensitive area which is home to endangered tree
species as well as water catchment areas.

➔ Appendix B-3 - Outline of Crown provided to Darkali, March 2009
➔ Appendix B-4 - Stay order of NGT

Apr 28
2022

The National Green Tribunal gives its judgement
The NGT allows the continuation of the Crown Project in stretches that have no
trees; an independent Joint Committee is appointed to decide on the best way
forward for forested areas in the Master Plan area of Auroville. The NGT also
orders the Foundation to replace trees that are taken down in a ratio of 1:10.
They also note that any development in Auroville can only proceed based on
proper town plans, and must include Environmental Clearance before
implementation can start.

➔ Appendix B-5 - Summary of the NGT Judgement

July 8 - 12 In contempt of NGT Order, the Office of the Secretary continues clearing of
trees on Crown.
On Friday 8th and Saturday 9th July, without prior notice, a JCB entered the
Youth Centre accompanied by a spokesperson for the AVFO to ‘flatten the road
area’. The JCB destroyed the vegetable garden next to the pizza oven and a
3-metre tall pipal, as well as many other smaller trees and bushes, were
uprooted. On Monday 11th July, the JCB returned to the Youth Centre area and
continued clearing trees and bushes despite the clear ruling of the NGT court
case that no trees were to be touched.

On Tuesday 12th, another JCB accompanied by the spokesperson comes to the
Youth Centre area. When asked for the relevant work order, he refused to
produce one and claimed that the residents present were ‘blocking’ the work of
the Government of India. This was followed by an announcement from AVFO
naming the people present and threatening legal action against them, in another
move to silence the concerns of the residents of Auroville. To date, the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) and contracts with the Central Public
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Works Department and the subsequent work orders have not yet been shared
with the Residents’ Assembly or its working groups.

➔ Appendix B-6 - Picture of the unnecessary YC clearing
➔ Appendix B-7 - Threats of /AVFO ‘ATDC’/

Aug 12 Threat to Archaeological Heritage communicated to the relevant Government
bodies.
The RA TDC writes letters to the Department of Higher Education, Chief
Secretary of Tamil Nadu, and the CPWD, alerting them that the current road
construction and clearing initiated by the Secretary of the Auroville Foundation is
a direct threat to important archaeological sites in the area.

They attach a communication from the Ministry of Education, Government of
India, which asks the Auroville Foundation to "ensure that the development work
in Auroville Foundation area be done under the guidance of the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) to preserve the archaeological heritage in Auroville."

They also attach a note on the archaeological work previously undertaken in the
area, which points out that the last Auroville Governing Board funded the last
two excavations, and offered funding in 2017 for the restoration of artefacts, in
view of the significance of the archaeological heritage identified.

➔ Appendix B-8 - Letter to Department of Higher Education
➔ Appendix B-9 - Letter to Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu
➔ Appendix B-10 - Letter to CPWD
➔ Appendix B-11- Communication from MoE to AV Foundation
➔ Appendix B-12- Note on Archaeological Work in the Auroville area

Aug 18 The report of the Joint Committee (JC) appointed by the National Green
Tribunal is received.
The report is incomplete as the JC only surveyed the Darkali area of the Crown,
whereas the NGT had directed a report for the entire Crown. The RA-appointed
Working Groups were mostly denied access to the JC during the period that the
JC was studying the Darkali area. The report recommends a reduction of the
width of the Crown through Darkali from 16.7 to 9.1m. This reduces the number
of trees earmarked to be ‘cut or transplanted’ from 575 to 391.

➔ Appendix B-13 - Joint Committee Report

Oct 1 Clearing work for a cycle path is undertaken through forested areas of
Auroville (Bliss Forest and Existence), as well as private land, by the CPWD.
This work has not been announced and is in violation of the NGT ruling given
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that Environmental Clearance has not been obtained, nor a Detailed
Development Plan prepared.

Members of the RA TDC come to the site and inform the CPWD officers of the
same. The CPWD indicates that the /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ have the appropriate
paperwork, and the RA TDC immediately requests that it be presented. The
/AVFO ‘ATDC’/ does not present the required documentation.

Members of the community block the work on site given that it is illegitimate.
The /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ subsequently publishes that the clearing work is being
undertaken “in required compliance” and that any such obstruction is a legal
offence. However, the clearing work does not resume.

➔ Appendix B-14 - Letter from a steward of Bliss Forest alerting the
Auroville Foundation and Working Groups of the clearing.

➔ Appendix B-15 - Communication of the clearing sent to the Auroville
Governing Board and International Advisory Council

➔ Appendix B-16 - Report of the clearing sent to the Auroville Governing
Board and International Advisory Council

➔ Appendix B-17 - Announcement from the AVFO regarding obstruction
➔ Appendix B-18 - RA TDC letter on clearing outlining the legalities
➔ Appendix B-19- Pictures clearing

Feb 3
2023

A large-scale survey to mark all the trees between the Crown and Outer Ring
Road is started. Workers do extensive damage to trees in order to number
them, with some likely to die off from the procedure. When asked to do this
differently, the /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ responds by threatening criminal procedures
against anyone ‘obstructing’ the work.

Updated techniques, such as GPS/GIS locating, have been used extensively in
Auroville, with more than 26,000 trees already surveyed without damaging or
marking a single tree. Island Lescure, community member and trained arborist,
shares a report on the efforts already done in Auroville in the past, showing the
absolute ineptitude of the Secretary-appointed town planners.

➔ Appendix B-20 - Pictures of tree damage
➔ Appendix B-21 - Bulletin from /AVFO ‘ATDC’/
➔ Appendix B-22 - Report from certified arborist Island Lescure

March 9 -11 On Thursday 9th and Friday 10th March, individuals affiliated with the Office
of the Secretary and the /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ entered Darkali Forest to resume the
clearing of trees in the area. Some Auroville residents went on site and asked
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to see a valid work order and contract and were met with ‘verbal and physical
violence’, according to a communication from the RA WCom.

On Saturday 11th of March, the RA WCom reported that ‘a masked mob
equipped with chainsaws arrived on site in Darkali to cut the trees’ and
refused to say who they were working for. The RA WCom further reported that
the /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ members present on site “refused to explain how they are
complying with the Joint Committee report” and “refused to disclose any work
orders, any contract or subcontract although these are mandatory documents
which are normally made public, as per standard procedure.”

March 19 On March 19, the trees felled at Darkali earlier in the month are removed
from the site. This includes 19 endangered Red Sanders trees, which,
according to Rule 9 of the Tamil Nadu Timber Transit Rules, can not be
moved except with a special permit issued by the District Forest Officer. Much
of the wood is taken to a local sawmill (Kottakarai). A report by Aurovilian
Satprem Maini indicates that this valuable timber was sold to an associate of a
member of the /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ for less than one lakh, while the estimated value
of the wood is approximately 20 lakh. The sale of this wood does not follow any
of the established norms surrounding the sale of timber from Auroville’s forests
– in the past, 10% of the revenue would be contributed to the Forest Fund
(dedicated to the development of Auroville’s forests), and a portion would go to
offset monies spent by the steward of the land for maintaining the forest.

➔ Appendix B-23 - Satprem Darkali Report
➔ Appendix B-24 - Email from Satprem to Governing Board

Early June Clearing in Revelation Forest & Sanctuary in contempt of NGT court ruling: In
early June 2023, the /AVFO ‘Land Board’/ begins clearing areas of Revelation
Forest to prepare for the Outer Ring Road (ORR) under direction of the /AVFO
‘ATDC’/. Revelation is one of Auroville’s largest forests in its Northern Forest area
and has been maintained as a future park by its stewards, with extensive
walkways already in place. The forest includes one area called the Sanctuary,
which has had no human interference for many years, in an effort to welcome
animal species that need undisturbed areas to live in. When the Land Board
started clearing this sensitive area on 12 June, they were stopped by the
stewards and other residents.
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The clearing was being undertaken in contempt of court, given that the National
Green Tribunal had prohibited development and clearing of greenery in Auroville
outside of the Crown “until proper township plans are accepted and
environmental clearance is obtained.” Therefore, a legal notice regarding this
clearing among other issues, has since been sent to the Secretary and a number
of residents.

Moreover, the Forest Group, in a statement, noted that the Master Plan
(Perspective 2025) does not include the Outer Ring Road, and that the
community has not reached an agreement on its implementation.

➔ Appendix B-25 - Legal Notice wrt Clearing
➔ Appendix B-26 - Forest Group Statement on Revelation

July 8 Further tree felling in violation of the NGT judgement by the /AVFO ‘Land
Board’/ at the behest of the Secretary of the Auroville Foundation. On 8 July,
the RA TDC writes a letter to the members of the /AVFO ‘Land Board’/
expressing their concern around their involvement in the cutting of trees in
Auroville in contempt of the judgement of the Hon’ble NGT dated 28th April
2022 as well as the Residents’ Assembly Decision of January 2022.

The letter states that the RA TDC understands that the /AVFO ‘Land Board’/
received an intimation from the office of the Secretary of the Auroville
Foundation to let the trees be cut, but that it is neither in the purview of the
/AVFO ‘Land Board’/ nor in the purview of the Secretary of the Auroville
Foundation to permit the cutting of trees prior to the evaluation and submission
of the Report for the entire Crown by the Hon’ble Joint Committee. They specify
that “Any cutting of trees is a direct violation of the court judgement and is not to
be taken lightly,” and that “unless you have written and signed documentation
intimating you to proceed with or be party to the cutting of trees on any part of
the proposed Crown trajectory - outside of the Darkali park stretch - or
anywhere inside the Auroville project / Master plan area on lands that have not
been developed may make you personally liable for the actions taken.”

➔ Appendix B-27 - Letter from RA TDC to /AVFO ‘Land Board’/

Auroville Dossier 3/3 - October 2023
Mismanagement of Auroville Assets, Finances & Resources

Page 29 / 353



Sept 7 The RA TDC reports that 378 trees have been cut on the proposed Crown
and Outer Ring Road trajectories since the NGT judgement of April 2022, in
direct contravention to the court’s verdict and the RA resolution passed on
January 21, 2022 to pause all development on the Crown, Outer Ring Road
and Radials pending proper planning approved by the RA. This number does
not include trees that were cut on the Crown Road trajectory in early December
2021 (see details in this dossier), which led to a stay order being granted by the
NGT on December 10th, nor does it include clearing undertaken in other
forested areas of the township since, notably in the Revelation Forest Sanctuary.

➔ Appendix B-28 - RA TDC Tree Felling Report
➔ Appendix B-29 - RA TDC letter to community accompanying Tree Felling

Report

UPDATED TILL 1st OCTOBER 2023
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Mismanagement of Auroville lands

Executive Summary
Over the last 50+ years, Auroville has been endowed with land holdings financed exclusively
by Indian, international and Aurovilian donors. It is important to note that none of the Auroville
lands have been purchased with GoI money, instead relying only on Indian and international
donors, and the goodwill of Aurovilians. Under the administration of the Secretary of the Auroville
Foundation, Dr. Jayanti Ravi, the mismanagement of these land holdings has been shocking to the
community and its donors. The Secretary of the Auroville Foundation has refused to provide
authorisation for purchase after all due diligence requirements have been met, without
reasons given, losing the chance to purchase missing parcels of land in the Auroville Master Plan
area. She has also not involved herself in any of the cases of encroachment reported to her
office, despite the fact that she was requested to do so on multiple occasions and has the power
to intervene.

Even more concerning is that the Secretary has overseen land exchanges suspected to be
fraudulent - as they have incurred heavy financial losses to Auroville, and have not met the
due diligence requirements. Notably the /AVFO ‘Land Board’/, at the behest of the Secretary, is
exchanging lands that were originally purchased with Mother’s sanction, and which are of much
higher value than the plots they are exchanged for, losing Auroville crores of money. The
Secretary has also failed to intervene in issues of land grabbing that have plagued Auroville
during her tenure, while this is her duty as estate officer, leaving the land holdings of Auroville
vulnerable and weakened, while the Residents’ Assembly and its Working Groups are
desperately trying to protect them.

Timeline of Events

Dec 22
2021

Two land purchases recommended by the Land Board and FAMC are
ignored by the AVFO, losing an opportunity for the consolidation of
Auroville land.

The Auroville Foundation Office had not provided the required authorization
letter despite many requests, thus the parties sold elsewhere. It may be noted
that considerable energy, time and expenses for legal opinions and
newspaper publications were incurred to prepare for the purchase prior to the
final step of requesting an authorization letter to register the purchase.
Despite many queries from the AVFO being answered by the then Land
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Board, the letters of authorization for the following plots never materialise
and so the plots are never purchased:

1. an area of 1.59 acres in the Greenbelt, authorization requested on
22nd December 2021

2. an area of 0.30 acres, in the Greenbelt, authorization requested on the
17th November 2021

➔ Appendix C-1 - Land Board report
➔ Appendix C-2 - Request for 0.30 acres
➔ Appendix C-3 - Request and warning that sellers will withdraw
➔ Appendix C-4 - Final request for authorisation for 0.30 acres, ignored
➔ Appendix C-5 - Response Land Board to AVFO - queries for 1.59 acres

Jan 3
2022

Land Board’s urgent request for intervention and legal proceedings
regarding land encroachment at Sri Ma community is ignored.
Despite several requests, the needed authorization letter for the court is not
produced. While all necessary documentation was provided, the case is
currently still languishing due to the inaction of the Secretary, in her role as
Estate Officer.

➔ Appendix C-6 - Request for authorisation

Feb 12 The WCom requests the Secretary of the Governing Board of the Auroville
Foundation to intervene in a select number (6) of evictions and
encroachments of Auroville land.
The Secretary is the only person in the Auroville Foundation who is mandated
to intervene in such matters, as she is the Estate Officer. To date, none of
these have been resolved despite repeated entreaties to the Secretary.

➔ Appendix C-7 - Overview of encroachments not responded to by
AVFO

March Authorization for land purchase of two key plots is again left pending by
the Office of the Secretary:

1) 3.95 acres, authorization requested on 10th March 2022
2) 0.76 acres, authorization requested on 28th March 2022

These are important agricultural parcels, and would have consolidated
existing Auroville land. To this date, they have not been purchased.

Mar 23 Destruction of Property: The gate and live fence of Pitchandikulam Forest
was forcibly destroyed by a mob directed by a private developer, claiming
to have permission to do so from the Secretary. After destroying the gate
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with the JCB, the mob entered into the Pitchandikulam area and threatened
the residents.

Members of Auroville’s Working Committee were immediately informed and
met with the Secretary of the Auroville Foundation to address the ongoing
crisis. It was reported that the requested assistance was declined, with the
comment that Aurovilians living in Pitchandikulam had refused to collaborate
with the Secretary on implementing the Crown Road.

On the same day, the Working Committee wrote a formal letter to the
Auroville Foundation requesting clarification on whether access to the land
had been granted by her, as Estate Officer. The Land Board requested that the
Secretary file a criminal complaint for destruction of property, trespass and
intimidation, or to provide authorization for the Working Committee or Land
Board to do so. No clarification was given and there was no authorization
provided to the Working Committee or the Land Board.

➔ Appendix C-8 - Report from Land Board
➔ Appendix C-9 - Email from Land Board
➔ Appendix C-10 - Letter from Working Committee

Jun 28 The Auroville Foundation Office issues an office order replacing two
Aurovilian members of the Land Board selected by the Residents’
Assembly with two hired staff members of the Auroville Foundation Office.
The members selected by the Residents’ Assembly had not completed the
terms they were selected for, nor is any reason given for their removal. There
is no precedent for staff members of the Auroville Foundation Office being
added to the Auroville Land Board, and there was no indication of any due
process being followed by the AVFO in making these appointments. From
now onwards, the Land Board whose members have been dubiously replaced
will be referred to as /AVFO ‘Land Board’/.

➔ Appendix C-11 - Land Board Office Order No. 520

Sep 13 -14 Land grab Ami/Abri/Evergreen: Another piece of Auroville land is denuded
by one Mr. PKS - the Auroville Foundation Office does not intervene,
despite urgent pleas of residents

A JCB tears through Evergreen forest at 4 AM in the morning. This event
comes months after encroachers, headed by Mr. Subramanian (PKS) claimed
the Auroville land as their own while holding recently acquired, questionable
documents. The land falls within the Master Plan area.
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The RA WCom and the /AVFO ‘Land Board’/ had each made complaints with
the anti land-grab cell in Villupuram, as well as other authorities, in the weeks
leading up to this forceful intrusion, which began with the building of a wall
on September 1st. The Collector had at the time requested Mr. Subramanian
to halt all his activities on the site, pending a formal investigation into their
claim of ownership.

On site, PKS insinuates that the Secretary is urging him on, quoted as saying
that: “I have no intention to do such things, but the Secretary is asking me to
do it, as she wants to provoke you, get photos of residents, so that FIRs can be
filed against you. She wants Aurovilian foreigners out of India.”

➔ Appendix C-12 - Overview of land under threat of encroachment
➔ Appendix C-13 - Report of S. M. of events on 13-14 September

Sep 23 Land grab Ami/Abri/Evergreen: The situation escalates as PKS, the person
claiming the land, arrives with a large group of women from a village
outside of Auroville’s immediate neighbours, to force entry onto the land.
The women push those trying to block the encroachment out of the way, and
men spray the faces and cellphones of onlookers with paint to avoid
documentation of events. At times the situation turns violent. The Secretary is
again asked to intervene; while she crosses the scene in her car, she does not
stop and does not apply her responsibility as Estate Officer to put a stop to
the illegal encroachment.

Thanks to the conjoined efforts of the RA WCom and other Auroville
residents, a status quo order, valid until the matter is resolved in the courts, is
obtained from the Tahsildar.

➔ Appendix C-14 - Report of S. M. 23rd September 2022
➔ Appendix C-15 - Announcement of RA WCom
➔ Appendix C-16 - Pictures Evergreen

Oct 8
- present

Land grab Ami/Abri/Evergreen: On Saturday 8th October 2022, in the
morning, hired workers are brought onto Evergreen land to clear trees and
undergrowth and to install cement pillars. Residents are called to the spot
and attempt to stop the work, which is being done unlawfully since the courts
have not yet given their judgement. PKS claims that it is legal to do so as the
status quo order of the Tahsildar was not in writing. In the end, a written
confirmation of the status quo order was obtained the same day by the RA
WCom. The Secretary still does not intervene.
A court case against PKS is finally filed by the Office of the Secretary and
heard in the district court, and eventually concluded in July 2023 when the
judge rules in Auroville’s favour and grants an interim injunction stating that
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Auroville should not be prevented from entering its own property. PKS has
since appealed the case to the Madras High Court.

➔ Appendix C-17 - Report by S. M. on events

October
- present

The Secretary authorises the exchange of several plots of land in
Auroville’s possession, leading to major financial losses for Auroville.
Exchange was discontinued in the past as the exchanges were often highly
unfavourable to Auroville, and thus dissuaded sellers from agreeing to sale
instead of exchange. The Secretary has since overseen the exchange of 3
plots, losing crore rupees of Auroville Foundation money in the process, as her
efforts to consolidate the land for the Crown Road now bypass all other
community interests and concerns.

UPDATED TILL 1st OCTOBER 2023
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Conclusion & community response
As evidenced in the above timeline, the community has responded to many of the threats posed
by the mismanagement of Auroville assets and resources – such as land grabs, destruction of
Auroville assets, and eviction of Auroville residents – by appealing to concerned authorities to
intervene. These included, first and foremost, the Secretary of the Governing Board of the
Auroville Foundation herself. Given that the Secretary did not respond to these requests, or take
any action to remedy the situation, further appeals were made to other relevant authorities. The
community is very grateful that in some cases other authorities have been responsive and
supportive, and residents are doing their utmost to uphold these interventions, for example by
documenting and reporting repeated instances of contempt of court in the case of the National
Green Tribunal ruling.

In addition, members of the community have organised non-violent protests at sites of
encroachment of Auroville land, and sites of destruction of Auroville assets, often at grave
personal risk in the face of violent enforcers. This has created a climate of deep insecurity in the
community, who nonetheless stand in solidarity with those stewards directly impacted.
Community members and well-wishers have also shown financial solidarity with those
Aurovilians who have seen their stipends cut by the AVFO administration. In very difficult
circumstances, the Residents’ Assembly is continuing to do their utmost to protect Auroville’s
communal assets and resources, developed over many years with significant investment in
time, money and energy by community members and Auroville’s well-wishers throughout
India and the world. Aurovilians remain committed to building the ‘city the earth needs’,
guided by the Auroville Charter.
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Appendix A-1 - Open statement on the ‘city’
1st August 2021

A statement by Aurovilians on the “city” August 1st, 2021

“Auroville: ... At last a place where nothing will have the right to impose itself as the
exclusive truth.”
— Mother, February 1968

In recent times, Aurovilians have been under heavy pressure to accept without discussion the
“Galaxy” concept as “Mother’s plan” for the future city, beginning with the making of a perfectly
circular “Crown Road”. We firmly object to these pressures which, in our view, put Auroville’s
future in jeopardy.

There are some alarming misconceptions at work, which we would like to respond to:

1. The Galaxy
● It Is true that the Mother gave her Blessings to the "Galaxy" concept for the city presented to
her by a team of architects, but there is nothing to indicate that She ever considered this particular
concept as sacrosanct or carved in stone for all time to come. She referred to it as “one of the
projects” (Mother’s Agenda, 20 April 1968).
● The Charter was not written “for the Galaxy” concept, as was recently asserted. The Charter
(which does not even contain the word “city”) has nothing to do with any architectural plan and
belongs to a much higher plane of consciousness.
● In countless conversations with Aurovilians or with disciples, Mother hardly ever mentioned the
Galaxy concept. But She did constantly stress the need for unity, harmony, and a change of
consciousness that will replace the rigid rule of the mind. Again and again She warned against
dogmatic views, especially those asserted in her name; and it is clear that six decades later, we
have not learned those lessons.

2. The “Crown Road”
● Yesterday, a “walk” was organized to study issues facing the road, but ended up using callous
means (such as destruction of fences, clearing a rich understory of bushes, etc.). Several
Aurovilians living in the area concerned, some of them born in Auroville, were called
“encroachers''. These strong-arm tactics are misplaced in Auroville.
● We consider it irrational to insist on perfect circularity for the Crown Road, as though Auroville’s
future depended on an abstract line. The Crown is one element of the Auroville Master Plan
(Perspective Plan 2025) but it is clearly stated on page 9 - section 1.1.2 : "The Master Plan
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(Perspective 2025) provides a policy framework which will serve as a guide in the preparation of
the five-year development plans and annual plans for implementation of the proposals.". And
nowhere in the aforementioned document is it stated that the crown is a perfectly circular road.
● The Crown Road and the Master Plan have never been approved by Mother, as some people
have erroneously stated in recent meetings.
● We all agree that Auroville must grow into a city. But there are many conceptions for a city,
especially in today’s world which is so radically different from what it was fifty years ago.
Mother’s vision was always an evolving one, as any cursory reading of her numerous notes and
messages on Auroville over the years will show.
● Since 1968, Auroville has undeniably developed. Generations of Aurovilians have done
outstanding work to secure the land, improve the environment, manage water resources, pioneer
alternative energies, work with the villages — a development praised in India and beyond. Rigidly
implementing the “crown” as currently proposed would, in effect, negate this very real progress,
since it would involve razing buildings, destroying trees and passing over sensitive areas (i.e.
groundwater recharge area) without considerate planning. It would not create a “smart city”, but a
ravaged environment. And it is not keeping pace with today’s standard of urban planning.
● Between climate change, rising sea levels, heat waves, wildfires, massive floods, rising social
disparity and instability, the world is beginning to realize that its cities are unsustainable.
Forward-looking urban thinkers are now proposing new concepts of sustainable urbanism. Why
should we in Auroville lag behind, instead of pioneering new ways towards urban sustainability?
● Moving towards a city will require fresh deep thought and not the blind application of an old
plan. Several Aurovilians have already worked in this direction, trying to harmonize some of the
initial ideas with present and future conditions; also non-Aurovilians such as Shri Balkrishna
Doshi who has beautifully articulated the need for fluidity and adaptability. If such minds could
come together with no dogmatic preconceptions, something new would certainly emerge.
● In the meantime, we firmly reject any group’s attempt to forcibly impose its own limited vision
on the entire community. This violates the very spirit of Auroville and will only end up creating
deep divisions.
● It is crucial that we find the way to work together and we commit to doing so, so that we can
collectively build a city and a society worthy of the Auroville Charter.
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Appendix A-2 - Proposal on the Youth Center / Bliss area
4th August 2021 - early December
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Appendix A-3 - Proposal on the Darkali area
December 2021

Auroville Dossier 3/3 - October 2023
Mismanagement of Auroville Assets, Finances & Resources

APPENDICES - Page 45 / 353



Auroville Dossier 3/3 - October 2023
Mismanagement of Auroville Assets, Finances & Resources

APPENDICES - Page 46 / 353



Auroville Dossier 3/3 - October 2023
Mismanagement of Auroville Assets, Finances & Resources

APPENDICES - Page 47 / 353



Appendix A-4 - Open letter to / AVFO ‘ATDC’/
30th September 2021
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Appendix A-5 - Email to the Governing Board by ‘Evolving Galaxy’, a
group of residents
23rd October 2021

Welcome & Note of Concern to the new Av Governing Board members
From: Evolving Galaxy <evolvingalaxy@gmail.com>
Date: Sat, 23 Oct 2021, 11:40 am
To: <govtam@nic.in>, <lg.pon@nic.in>, <nirima@gmail.com> ,
<aravindan.neelakandan@gmail.com>, <gghosal87@gmail.com>, <rssarraju@gmail.com> ,
<gbnandana1956@gmail.com>, <neetaprasad@pib.gov.in>, <neetaprasad@gmail.com>,
<jsfa.edu@gov.in>
Cc: workingcom <workingcom@auroville.org.in>

Dear members of the Governing Board of Auroville,

We are delighted to know that a new Governing Board has been constituted. We warmly
welcome you all and we hope that you will visit Auroville very soon.

During your visit you will sense that there is a new energy flowing here, especially since the
arrival of the new Secretary, Dr Jayanti Ravi.

Discussions on a master plan for AV have resumed but unfortunately not progressed, in the
absence of a real, meaningful dialogue.

Despite our best efforts to discuss views based on long experience on the ground and
documented and professional studies, some people are attempting to enforce a five-decade-old
plan upon the community, projecting it as “Mother’s plan” (while Mother never approved of any
particular plan as final!) and disregarding Auroville’s lines of development in these five decades.

Auroville’s work in eco-restoration, alternative energies, water conservation, handicraft
development, rural development etc., have been widely acknowledged, emulated, replicated in
India and beyond, and this work would be seriously jeopardized were the five-decade-old plan
enforced without considerable adaptations to today’s reality.
Two recent documents (one signed by 450 people, and another one signed by 120 + Aurovilians)
have clearly explained why imposing a five-decade-old plan just like that would have grave
implications for the future of Auroville. (Kindly see attached files.)
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We invite you to call for and encourage a genuine dialogue so that Auroville's master plan can be
finalized, taking into account all the recent work and recommendations by experts and respecting
the achievements of Auroville in critical areas, especially land restoration, afforestation and water
management.

We strongly believe that the final master plan should be subjected to a rigorous environmental
audit: the world is now looking for a new paradigm of urbanism and Auroville must show the way,
not “repeat the errors of the past”, as said by the Mother.

We are keen to meet you in person whenever you come, to present this perspective to you.

Thank you!

Warmly,
Concerned Aurovilians
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Appendix A-6 - Minutes of the 57th Governing Board Meeting
2nd November 2021
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Appendix A-7 - Email from the FAMC
2nd December 2021

51-crore special budget for infrastructure development:
Statement by Funds & Assets Management Committee (FAMC)

02 Dec, 2021

Dear Community,

On November 30th, and through unofficial channels, the Funds and Assets Management
Committee (FAMC) received the attached Rs. 51 crore special budget for infrastructure
development. We are given to understand that this budget has been submitted to the
Government of India and has not yet been sanctioned. This special budget is for the remaining
months of the fiscal year 2021-2022 and if sanctioned, would need to be utilised in large part
within a very small window (by 31 March 2022). This would mean that the projects included in
the budget are envisaged to be completed in large part within that same timeframe.

The FAMC has many questions and concerns about this budget proposal and its related works,
and we would like to inform the community that the FAMC has not been involved in any manner
whatsoever in its creation, neither initiating, planning, approving or endorsing it. We understand
that discussions on these projects and the special budget may have begun back in June or July of
this year between the Auroville Foundation (Secretary), the Working Committee and the ATDC.
The FAMC has never been invited to participate in these discussions nor have we ever been
informed that discussions of this nature were even taking place.

We have also been given to understand that any allocation will not be channeled through the
Unity Fund, but that instead for each beneficiary a separate bank account would be required, as
per new guidelines issued by the Government of India.

Given the above, we assume that if the budget is sanctioned, FAMC will bear no role or
responsibility in advancing the funds, nor in monitoring the proper utilisation of the funds nor the
technical progress of the works, nor the administrative requirements of the Government of India.
We assume these responsibilities will be borne by the Auroville Foundation and the ATDC alone.
We also take this opportunity to express our bewilderment that the Working Committee has not
till date informed or consulted the Residents’ Assembly or the FAMC on this matter. We notice a
pattern of behavior here where important matters of this nature are not being shared with the
residents and other stakeholders. We are also concerned that diversity of opinions and views and
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legitimate concerns of the residents and stakeholders (such as FAMC) are therefore not being in
turn shared with the Secretary and Auroville Foundation office by the Working Committee.

We hope that the Working Committee will take this opportunity to sincerely reflect on its role
within the assembly of residents and its accompanying responsibilities to the residents, which at
a bare minimum should be timely communication and reporting of important developments (such
as this one) to the residents and all stakeholders involved.

The members of FAMC

Attached files:
211112 ATDC infrastructure development budget FY 2021-22 FINAL.xlsx
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Appendix A-8 - Email exchange between /AVFO ‘ATDC’/, Youth
Center and Bliss
2nd - 3rd December 2021

Letter from Youth Centre members to ATDC rejecting its work order which
dishonoured earlier proposals

3rd December 2021

Dear ATDC,

We are appalled to say the least by this email. In our last meeting at SAIIER (in the presence of
some members from ATDC and the Forest Group), we left feeling very positive about the
presented proposal.

The current ATDC, Resident Assembly approved or not, has at the very least, demonstrated its
self-contradictory conduct, entirely lacking of honesty, integrity and transparency with the
community. Despite its legality being currently disputed, in the spirit of collaboratively deciding
the future of Auroville, we have repeatedly shown extensive flexibility, presence and willingness
to cooperate. We’ve attempted to propose innovative solutions, aided by experts and elders from
the community, which have largely received positive community feedback.

We then invite you to explain how this conversation got to the point of starting work next week.
Such short notice on a clearly sensitive community issue allows us to only call this out for what it
is — bullying.

We do not accept your order.

We reject the way you have been playing with the community in the name of the future of
Auroville. We have not been shown a single proposal outlining an actual plan for the future of
this space by you while we’ve proposed many. We believe you have been delaying and wasting
our time and resources. We have also been promised but not yet allocated any resources to
rebuild our Mainspace, Kitchen or Gameroom, all offer a living fact - that generations of
Aurovilian youth have built the structures that stand before us.
Auroville’s ‘development’ cannot come at the cost of the idea of Auroville itself. Auroville’s youth
today is willing and eager to continue Youth Centre’s legacy of offering experiential learning
through conscious development of green community spaces to our peers - the future of Auroville.
We have the skills, the experience and the development plans closest to being Master Plan
compliant and preserving the rich historical and ecological significance of the land in question.
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We will be sending a separate email with a budget and actual proposal for how we plan to use
the space that we are happy to discuss further, separately.

In the meantime, since the Youth Centre is a community space and Auroville belongs to us all, we
call upon our legal right to demand a way forward for the ‘development of Auroville’ that is RA
approved. We are happy to accept any proposal the community collectively agrees upon,
whatever it may be.

We also demand a stay on this order on the grounds of short notice, since we already have
events planned for the next two months, starting with a workshop fair by Youth Link on 11 Dec
and followed by the annual Christmas fair. We also do not currently have a venue with similar
infrastructural capabilities to host our weekly pizza nights, a critical source of our income.

In service of the Dream,
Youth Centre
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Appendix A-9 - Pictures & Video link
4th December 2021

Contrary to what Auroville Town Development Council (ATDC) had previously informed the Youth
Centre and Bliss Forest stewards, bulldozers (from Auroville Road Service) arrive at Bliss forest,
Lilaloka entrance on December 4th, at 9AM. They are accompanied by members of ATDC, and a
few Aurovilians who support this action. They start uprooting trees. The caretakers arrive and
block the work. No Work Order is presented by the people doing the clearing work.

Video link: Bliss Forest - December 4th, 2021
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Appendix A-10 - Letter of the Undersecretary requesting police
presence
4th December 2021
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Appendix A-11 - Pictures Bliss forest
5th December 2021
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Appendix A-12 - Video link
5th December 2021

Video link: Youth Center - December 5th, 2021
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Appendix A-13 - Pictures of the Youth Centre’s destruction
9th December 2021

Auroville Dossier 3/3 - October 2023
Mismanagement of Auroville Assets, Finances & Resources

APPENDICES - Page 80 / 353



Appendix A-14 - Videos - Youth Centre
9th December 2021

Video link 1: Youth Center - December 9th, 2021 - Part 1

https://youtu.be/s0vDB15EyLY

Video link 2: Youth Center - December 9th, 2021 - Part 2

https://youtu.be/MYf8SYkg7Eo
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Appendix A-15 - ‘Facts vs Fiction’ video
9th December 2021

Video link: Facts Vs Fiction

https://youtu.be/whOfXeZAQI0
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Appendix A-16 - Picture OutreachMedia office sealed
9th February 2022
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Appendix A-17- Picture OutreachMedia office notice
9th February 2022
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Appendix A-18 - OutreachMedia Office Order
9th February 2022
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Appendix A-19 - Facebook post
15th March 2022
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Appendix A-20 - Auronet post: A Working Update from AVFO’s
‘WCom’
May - August 2022

A Working Update
by Anu on May 21, 2022, 8:41 pm

Dear Aurovilians,
We could not reach you these last days as all means of communication were cut and we had been
driven out of our office. The locks were changed, also without notice and passwords and keys
withheld so that we could no longer access the office, the computers or files if needed. Our posts
were removed from Auronet by the Council’s orders.

These are challenging times but also a time of much deeper transition and we thank
everyone who has reached out and stood in support, even if a bit shyly, these last days.

In keeping with the community approved PWG clause of removal we informed the RAS of our
decision on 27th April, 2022, of removing 3 members from the previous team with the reasons,
and to circulate this to the rest of the community as stipulated.
https://auroville.org.in/article/90796

We have also inducted 3 interim members as stated in the PWG clause and are now a 7 member
team working together. It is a balanced group with a good mix of age, genders, nationalities, north
and south variations and we are happy to work together to serve Auroville and the Mother’s
Dream.

The Auroville Foundation has kindly offered the team a temporary space till things get sorted.
Meanwhile, we have resumed our regular meetings with the Secretary, Dr Jayanti Ravi from 11th
May, 2022

High on the agenda remains the visa issue which needs to be pursued urgently.

The other important point is the filling out of the RoR questionnaire as soon as
possible, by all residents, regardless of nationality and many people have already
completed this. Please take a few minutes and take the trouble to fill out the forms
so that we can conclude this exercise in the next two weeks.
Here is the link to the googleform:
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe21uw2qubAJ8WFp5pBWaINX4k0pKP3Ky_a0g1rZ
QkWIi73MA/viewform

The printed version is attached. Copies are also available at the Foundation Office
and can be filled out and handed over directly.

If you need any help with filling out the questionnaire please write to us at
workingcom@auroville.org.in

We expect to be working every day and will update you on the time and place
where you can reach us in the next days.

With our best wishes,

Anu, Arun, Partha, Srimoyi (continuing members)
Joseba, Selvaraj, Tine (interim members)

The Working Committee
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Appendix A-21 - Auronet post: Reconstitution of FAMC & ATDC
May - August 2022

Reconstitution of the FAMC and ATDC
By Auroville Foundation , 03 Jun 2022 / 07:38 pm

Update on Auroville Town Development Council (ATDC) and Funds and Assets Management
Committee (FAMC)

The Mother envisaged the Auroville Township with an ultimate population of 50,000 with
Matrimandir at its centre and soul. In 1988 the Auroville Foundation Act was enacted by the
Parliament of India to provide for the acquisition and transfer of the undertakings of Auroville and
to vest such undertakings in a Foundation for better management and further development of
Auroville in accordance with its original charter.

The Auroville Town Development Council (ATDC) had been established by the Governing Board
of the Auroville Foundation for the planning, development and building of the Auroville township
in accordance with the Auroville Master Plan. The Funds and Assets Management Committee
(FAMC) is a committee established by the Governing Board for the management of funds and
assets of Auroville Foundation, as described in the Auroville Foundation Rules 1997.

The Governing Board set up an Organization & Governance Committee (OGC), in its 58th meeting
held on 18th January 2022 to look into the organization and governance of Auroville. The OGC
reviewed past Governing Board meeting minutes, audit reports and
recommendations made by the Finance Committee of the Auroville Foundation.

The OCG has recommended to bring about more transparency, accountability, and productive
utilization of the various assets of Auroville with the effective participation of the residents of
Auroville. The OGC recommended to reconstitute the FAMC, which has now been done vide an
Office Order.

The OGC also recommended to reconstitute the ATDC for which a Standing Order has been
issued, replacing the earlier Standing Order. For the appointment of new members of the ATDC
under the revised Standing Order, an Office Order has been issued. Memberships of both the
FAMC and ATDC include residents of Auroville.
The reconstitution of the FAMC is aimed at realizing the Mother’s vision of a self-supporting
township without internal money exchange and with a collective supporting system for which the
Mother had given the name “Prosperity”. The reconstituted FAMC will also be given the
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responsibility of ensuring compliance with statutory regulations and requirements while bringing
in more transparency and accountability.

The re-constituted ATDC is mandated to accelerate the planning and development of the
Auroville township with the support of Auroville internal and external experts and active
participation of Auroville residents.
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Appendix A-22 - Auronet post: from /AVFO ‘FAMC’/ re BCC
May - August 2022

Disregard BCC communication regarding disbursement of funds
by Chandresh on July 29, 2022, 5:48 pm

Dear Community

You may have received recent communications from the Budget Coordination
Committee; which the FAMC suggests you to kindly ignore.

The Funds & Assets Management Committee along with Unity Fund and City
Services are now managing the disbursement of all funds, including monthly
maintenances and other project funds. We would like to also re-assure you that no
funds are being withheld and will be routinely processed as usual.

Funds & Assets Management Committee
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Appendix A-23 - Email from /AVFO ‘FAMC’/ re Housing Board &
Housing Service
May - August 2022

FAMC . <famc@auroville.org.in> Wed, Aug 31, 2022 at 3:08 PM
To: Housing Board <housingboard@auroville.org.in>, housing <housing@auroville.org.in>

Dear friends from Housing Board and Service,

We would like to thank you for your time and service. As per the office order, the new team is
ready to start functioning in Housing from 31st August 2022.
The members of the new team are:
Aryamani
Banu,
Donata,
Pietro,
Saroja,
Uma Melin,
Venkatesh.

--
In Her Service,
Smiles,
FAMC (Chandresh, Geeta, Kalya, Sathyanarayan and Torkil)

**********

Housing Board <housingboard@auroville.org.in> Wed, Aug 31, 2022 at 4:26 PM
To: "FAMC ." <famc@auroville.org.in>, Secretary AV Foundation <secretaryavf@auroville.org.in>,
Housing Board <housingboard@auroville.org.in>
Cc: housing <housing@auroville.org.in>, saraladonata@libero.it, aryamani
<aryamani@auroville.org.in>, banu K <banu@auroville.org.in>, saroja <saroja@auroville.org.in>,
Uma William <auroyuva22@auroville.org.in>, Venkatesh <venkatesh@auroville.org.in>

Dear all,
We are quite surprised by your email as we have not seen any Office Order. As you may be aware,
today is quite an important holiday in India, so therefore our offices are closed. Please do send us
a scanned copy of said Office Order.
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We are also surprised to get this notice, without any explanation. Instead, we understand that
two of our members were yesterday invited to a private meeting, in which this move to replace
the Housing Board was intimated to them.
This despite the topic of the meeting clearly concerning the Housing Board as a whole.

It is our understanding from this meeting that there is concern about the work of the Housing
Board and what is perceived as a lack of collaboration with the groups appointed by the
Secretary. It has clearly been the Housing Board stance since the beginning that we collaborate
with everyone, and we have been transparent about this stance.

We would like to remind you of our meeting of Thursday, 14th of July (see attachment 1), and our
email dated 18th of July, which included the data that was asked of us on said meeting (see
attachment 2). We sent a second work plan according to your provided format on the 2nd of
August. (see also attachment 2, bottom)

Since then, we have had one request from you on August 7th, which after informal conversation
with Torkhil was decided we did not have to respond to, as the request in that email needed to be
revised (see attachment 3).

We again received a request from you to meet on Wednesday, August 24, in the evening time, to
which we responded on Monday, August 29th. As you well know we have our main HB meeting
on Wednesday morning, so any email sent on Wednesday night may take some time for us to
respond to. In our email (attachment 4) of Monday night, we clearly ask you for a suitable time to
meet.

We hope this dispels any notion that the Housing Board has been uncollaborative.

If you do continue with your intention to replace us, we would at a minimum expect you to follow
due processes of law and natural justice, including informing us in writing of your causes and
grounds for dismissal, giving us a chance to respond and giving reasonable notice.

Please also clarify what you envision will happen with our HB and HS staff, as they are not
mentioned in your email.

The Housing Board
Amy L. (Housing Service), Angela (Community), Aravindh (Housing Service), Bharathy
(Community), Iyyappan
(Community), Rima (Community), Venkat (Community).
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Appendix A-24 - Auronet post re the outcome of the 2022
Selection Process
May - August 2022

OUTCOME OF THE SELECTION PROCESS 2022

We are happy to announce the results of the selection process for Auroville Council, ATDC,
Entry Board, FAMC and Working Committee.

Please welcome new members of the Working Groups!

Auroville Council
Julia (Soffio), Philippe (Anusuya), Samrat (Anusuya), Svenja (Prarthna).
Ongoing members: Balaji (Kottakarai), Claudine B. (Inspiration), Shiva (MM Nursery), Shivaya
(Newlands), Suryan (Isai Ambalam).

ATDC
Allan B. (Hope), Anan (Eternity), Divya L. (Kalabhumi), Dorle (Soffio), Fabian O. (Pitchandilkulam
Forest), Island L. (Espace), Lata (Certitude), Meera (Auro Orchard), Natasha (Evergreen), Tom
(Invocation).

Entry Board
Aurore (Transformation).
Ongoing members: Alain S. (Invocation), Dheena (Aspiration), Jayanthi (Auromodele),
Lakshmanan (Kuilapalayam), Matriprasad (Prayatna), Matilde (Madhuca), Ramanarayana
(Courage), Swadha (Courage).

FAMC
Bobby P. (Prarthna), Danny (Sve Dame), Elodie (Center Field), Mita R. (Samasti / New
Creation).
Ongoing members: Amy (Sunyata), Palani M. (Auromodele), Ranjithkumar (Mangalam).

Working Committee
Aravinda (Auro Orchard), Chali (Madhuca), Ilayabharathy (Amy), Maël (Grace), Valli (Petite
Ferme).
Ongoing members: Hemant (Aurodam), Sauro (Grace).

Auroville Dossier 3/3 - October 2023
Mismanagement of Auroville Assets, Finances & Resources

APPENDICES - Page 94 / 353



Appendix A-25 - Pictures Demolition in Centre Field
2nd May 2022
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Appendix A-26 - /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ statement and S. response
8th May 2022

ATDC: Announcement for unauthorised buildings
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Appendix A-27 - Residents’ Letter
8th May 2022

Request to the Secretary, Auroville Foundation

To: Secretary,
Auroville Foundation
Auroville Foundation Bhavan
Villupuram, Tamil Nadu 605101

Dear Madam,

It has come to our notice that the Auroville Town Development Council (ATDC) has issued a
statement to the Auroville Community that “all unauthorised constructions in Auroville will need
to be removed or repurposed until a renovation or removal, partial or full, is necessary”.

This is to let you know that no construction by the residents of Auroville is unauthorised as per
the Auroville Foundation Act 1988 or Rules 1997, or any other statute / law in force. The
residents, in fulfilling their statutory duties, have faithfully built the assets of Auroville, and the
Foundation is not authorised to disturb or demolish any of its buildings in contravention to the
Residents’ Assembly or its activities.

The ATDC has sent a letter to the Youth Centre stating “As per the NGT verdict, all unauthorised
occupations will need to be dealt with immediately.” This is a vile and gross misrepresentation of
the NGT’s judgement. The NGT simply stated that “The 1st Respondent is also at 𝐥𝐢𝐛𝐞𝐫𝐭𝐲 to take
action against unauthorized occupations, if any, strictly in accordance with the law in force
(emphasis supplied).”

The verdict cannot be misconstrued to mean that the NGT has given any specific direction to the
Foundation to deal with unauthorised occupations. It is unfortunate that the ATDC has no
understanding of the law when issuing notices of such nature, notwithstanding the fact that it
does not have the legal authority to do so.

The Secretary and the ATDC cannot claim any part of Auroville’s assets, or any buildings at a
whim and fancy, that the Residents of Auroville have built from their own efforts, or with support.

Furthermore, the Foundation is reminded that it is not authorised to do work anywhere in
Auroville, except specifically on the parts of the crown that is the road. Even with the Crown road,
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the Foundation has been specifically directed to await the report of the joint Committee giving
clear directions on the alignment, width and form of the crown road, and further, to follow in strict
compliance, the said directions of the Joint Committee.

The Foundation will do well to follow the rule of law and to abstain from any clearing /
development projects in Auroville until it has obtained Prior Environmental Clearance.

Sincerely,
Residents of Auroville

ccd: Auroville Town Development Council
Working Committee of the Residents’ Assembly
Funds and Assets Management Committee
Auroville Council
Residents' Assembly Service
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Appendix A-28 - ACUR Office Order
21st June 2022
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Appendix A-29 - Video of police demanding handover of keys
21st June 2022

Video link: Police at Auroville Town Hall May 18th 2022 - Part 2
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Appendix A-30 - Archives Office Order
21st June 2022
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Appendix A-31- Letter from RA FAMC to /AVFO ‘FAMC’/ requesting
that the assets be reinstated
18th August 2022

Auroville Dossier 3/3 - October 2023
Mismanagement of Auroville Assets, Finances & Resources

APPENDICES - Page 105 / 353



Auroville Dossier 3/3 - October 2023
Mismanagement of Auroville Assets, Finances & Resources

APPENDICES - Page 106 / 353



Auroville Dossier 3/3 - October 2023
Mismanagement of Auroville Assets, Finances & Resources

APPENDICES - Page 107 / 353



Auroville Dossier 3/3 - October 2023
Mismanagement of Auroville Assets, Finances & Resources

APPENDICES - Page 108 / 353



Appendix A-32 - Letter from RA TDC to /AVFO ‘ATDC’/
19th July 2022
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Appendix A-33 - Communication from /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ to Housing
Board
21st July 2022

Update on the application - V.
ATDC <avenir@auroville.org.in> Thu, Jul 21, 2022 at 15:54
To: Housing Board <housingboard@auroville.org.in>, V. V. <***@gmail.com>
Cc: Building applications Avenir <application-avenir@auroville.org.in>, ATDC Auroville Town
Development Council <avenir@auroville.org.in>

Dear V., dear Housing Board,

We wait for you to come back to us with clarity on whether or not funds are going to be made
available for V. to build his new house. Kindly let us know by what date you plan to complete this
investigative exercise.

Please note that ATDCs preference is to give no NOCs at all in the green belt unless the person is
directly related to a Green Belt activity. This logic is not very hard to understand as we are also
trying our best to find methods to regulate non-Auroville developments to comply with Green
Belt zonal regulations. Just because in the past we have sprawled and given NOCs in locations
which have no relation to the Master Plan, does not mean that we should continue in the same
vein and be in violation of our own development norms. We made an exception for V. (and a few
others in the Green Belt) only because his application has been pending since years; however, as
expressed before, we have encouraged him to move to Sector 1.

Please also note that going forward we will be eliminating NOCs to private individuals altogether;
Approval Certificates will be issued to Auroville Foundation for the asset, and the temporary
steward will enter into an agreement of occupancy separately with the FAMC/ Housing. Kindly
make note of this, as old parameters such as "temporary" and "permanent" NOCs will no longer
be applicable.

We will send you the official policy revisions when ready but our modes of functioning and the
way we look at stewardship and assets can already start reflecting this approach.

Thanks and regards,
L'avenir d'Auroville / ATDC
**********
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On 14-07-2022 16:02, Housing Board wrote:

Dear V.,

Thank you for your email giving your point of view.

In response we would like to address the issues raised point by point.

1. We have yet to clarify that the house transferred to you was on private land, as the
information received from the Land Board is that the original house is on Auroville land
and the extension has been made into private land. Before we consider whether you are
eligible for a full refund as according to the latest evaluation, we have to clarify if the
original house is on the private land or if extension has encroached on the private land.

2. We are not concerned if the original house has an NOC but it is an issue if the extension
was made without NOC, particularly if it is found to have been made into private land.

3. The statement regarding S. & J. referred to the attached mail we received
from Venkatesh. We are not able to understand the circumstances in which you received
the grant/loan as we cannot find any written decision relating to it.

Any planning/feedback issues that you have regarding the original allocations in Mango Garden
should be raised with ATDC.

We note that the current ATDC are planning to only issue you with a temporary NOC for the new
house. While we do not understand the logic behind this decision we are unfortunately not able
to give any funds towards a temporary house. Should you decide to build a permanent house in
Sector 1&2 as has been suggested then we can consider your request for compensation once a
permanent NOC has been issued.

Best Wishes,
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Appendix A-34 - Letter from RA TDC to IMC re Bliss
21st July 2022
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Appendix A-35 - Letter from RA TDC to IMC re Foundation Property
22nd July 2022
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Appendix A-36 - Pictures of dug up Crown
20th July - ongoing
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Appendix A-37 - Letter of RA TDC to Govind Rajan of /AVFO ‘ATDC’/
6th September 2022
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Appendix A-38 - Public Announcement from /AVFO ‘FAMC’ &
‘ATDC’/
8th August 2022

Notice on stewardship submitted by FAMC and ATDC
massbulletin av <massbulletin@auroville.org.in> Tue, 9 Aug, 2022 at 8:33 pm
To: massbulletin av <massbulletin@auroville.org.in>

Dear Aurovilians,

This notice is to inform everyone that while we are figuring out a way for redefining stewardship
in Auroville, ATDC's role as the Planning and Development Body, being the Prescribed Authority
as per the Master Plan, supercedes the role of all stewards of all land vested in the Auroville
Foundation.

The Auroville Foundation and the ATDC are making sure that the land is consolidated, and
developed according to the Master Plan. Please check N&N/ Auronet for periodic announcements
on development projects. We request all stewards of land parcels to cooperate with the
development work without obstruction.

Sincerely,

FAMC / ATDC
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Appendix A-39 - Communication by AVEI to the AVF Secretary with
a report of the July Crown roadwork
10th August 2022

Report on the very badly built Crown Road
Auroville Earth Institute <earthinstitute@auroville.org.in> Wed, Aug 10, 2022 at 1:51 PM
To: jayantiravi@auroville.org.in, secretaryavf@auroville.org.in
Cc: Srinivasmurty <srinivasmurty@auroville.org.in>, yogabi@roottolight.com,
micheldanino@gmail.com, shambhavi.yogini@gmail.com, vedicinstitute@gmail.com,
hp@aurohotels.com, dena.merriam@finnpartners.com, neetaprasad@pib.gov.in, jsfa.edu@gov.in,
nirima@gmail.com, gbnandana1956@gmail.com, aravindan.neelakandan@gmail.com,
rssarraju@gmail.com, gghosal87@gmail.com, lg.pon@nic.in, govtam@nic.in, sdgsrcpwd@nic.in,
collrvpm@nic.in, "Dr. Karan Singh" <drkaransinghjnmf@gmail.com>, Jacqueline Anger
<rojac@auroville.org.in>, Anupama <anupama@auroville.org.in>, Avenir d'Auroville Members
<avenir@auroville.org.in>, FAMC All Members <famc@auroville.org.in>, Working Committee
Members <workingcom@auroville.org.in>

Ref: 1588 C 410 Secretary road report 220810

Dear Mme Secretary,

This is in reference of our meeting of the 10th June at the Foundation building when you made me
promise that I would write directly to you if I faced any problem regarding town planning. You told
me that day that I should not have copied Dr Karan Singh, former chairman of the Auroville
Foundation, in my letter dated 12th May addressed to the ATDC regarding the possible
demolition of 885 m2 of the Auroville Earth Institute premises because 0.15m2 of our office was
on the right of way of the radial of Auroshilpam.

Therefore, to fulfil my promise, I write to you now to express my serious concern about the way
that the Crown Road near the Youth Centre is being planned and built. Note that I copy also the
concerned people, as this is a very serious matter.

Please find attached my report on the construction of this road, which has also been requested by
the Town Development Council of the Auroville Foundation, selected by the Residents' Assembly.

In this report, you will read how this road is so badly built that it will collapse after the first rains
and that a lot of money given by the government will be wasted. You will discover that the new
paver blocks which are presently being laid are 14% weaker than the old ones. Therefore, the
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decision taken by the ATDC that you have nominated to remove the 7,040 m2 of pavers of the
existing Crown Road – built with GoI funds given when Dr Karan Singh was chairman and worth
92.34 Lakhs Rs. (plus the funds spent now for the demolition of the present road) – is unjustified
and a pure waste of the government’s money.

To summarise my recommendations, you must immediately stop this road, get a proper study and
survey done, remove what has been badly done and resume the construction of the road only
once this study has been completed. You should also scrutinise the work of this contractor and the
CPWD, because they are not at all following standards or best practices.

Please understand me well. I DO NOT object to the manifestation of Auroville and I DO NOT
object to the construction of this road. I came here nearly 33 years ago to build this city. However,
this road as well as the rest of Auroville must be built only once proper studies have been done.
Things must be built with the utmost perfection we can achieve and done in harmony.

I agree that trees will have to be cut and some buildings will have to be demolished if there is no
way to integrate them in the Galaxy concept. However, what has happened recently with the
destruction of the Youth Centre and some of the forest of Darkali is not the way to proceed. We
should not manifest Auroville with the kind of violence, aggressions and threats that the
Foundation office has ordered since December 2021.

Very sincerely, at the service of Truth.

Mr S. M.
Director Auroville Earth Institute
Master of Architecture – Lyon, France
Post Graduate Diploma in Earthen Architecture – Grenoble, France
Representative for Asia – UNESCO Chair Earthen Architecture
Auroshilpam, Auroville 605 101 – T.N. India
Tel.: +91 (0) 413 – 262 3330 / 262 3064 / Fax: +91 (0) 413 – 262 2886
Email: earthinstitute@auroville.org.in
Web: http://www.earth-auroville.com
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Appendix A-40 - Report of the AVEI on the July Crown roadwork
10th August 2022
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Appendix A-41 - Communication by AVEI to AVF Secretary with an
additional report on the Crown roadwork.
13th August 2022

Additional report on the very badly built Crown Road
Auroville Earth Institute <earthinstitute@auroville.org.in> Sat, Aug 13, 2022 at 2:56 PM
To: jayantiravi@auroville.org.in, secretaryavf@auroville.org.in
Cc: Srinivasmurty <srinivasmurty@auroville.org.in>, yogabi@roottolight.com,
micheldanino@gmail.com, shambhavi.yogini@gmail.com, vedicinstitute@gmail.com,
hp@aurohotels.com, dena.merriam@finnpartners.com, neetaprasad@pib.gov.in, jsfa.edu@gov.in,
nirima@gmail.com, gbnandana1956@gmail.com, aravindan.neelakandan@gmail.com,
rssarraju@gmail.com, gghosal87@gmail.com, lg.pon@nic.in, govtam@nic.in, sdgsrcpwd@nic.in,
collrvpm@nic.in, "Dr. Karan Singh" <drkaransinghjnmf@gmail.com>, Jacqueline Anger
<rojac@auroville.org.in>, Anupama <anupama@auroville.org.in>, Avenir d'Auroville Members
<avenir@auroville.org.in>, FAMC All Members <famc@auroville.org.in>, Working Committee
Members <workingcom@auroville.org.in>

Ref: 1607 C 425 Secretary additional report 220813

Dear Mme Secretary,

I am sorry to have to report again about how badly the Crown Road is being built.
Please find attached a short additional report to the evaluation that I did.

Therefore, as I mentioned earlier, you should immediately stop this road, get a proper study and
survey done, remove what has been badly done and resume the construction of the road once this
study has been completed.

We cannot go on wasting public funds from the Government of India.

I sincerely wish that we can finally build this road with the best practices in the very near future.

Very sincerely, at the service of Truth.

S. M.
Director Auroville Earth Institute
Master of Architecture – Lyon, France
Post Graduate Diploma in Earthen Architecture – Grenoble, France
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Representative for Asia – UNESCO Chair Earthen Architecture
Auroshilpam, Auroville 605 101 – T.N. India
Tel.: +91 (0) 413 – 262 3330 / 262 3064
Fax: +91 (0) 413 – 262 2886
Email: earthinstitute@auroville.org.in
Web: http://www.earth-auroville.com
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Appendix A-42 - Additional Report of the AVEI on the Crown
roadwork
13th August 2022
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Appendix A-43 - Communication of the report to the GB and IAC of
the Auroville Foundation
14th August 2022

More bad works for the Crown Road. Please stop this work.
Auroville Earth Institute <earthinstitute@auroville.org.in> Sun, Aug 14, 2022 at 11:25 AM
To: yogabi@roottolight.com, micheldanino@gmail.com, shambhavi.yogini@gmail.com,
vedicinstitute@gmail.com, hp@aurohotels.com, dena.merriam@finnpartners.com,
neetaprasad@pib.gov.in, jsfa.edu@gov.in, nirima@gmail.com, gbnandana1956@gmail.com,
aravindan.neelakandan@gmail.com, rssarraju@gmail.com, gghosal87@gmail.com,
lg.pon@nic.in, govtam@nic.in
Cc: "Dr. Karan Singh" <drkaransinghjnmf@gmail.com>, Jacqueline Anger <rojac@auroville.org.in>

Ref: 1613 C 429 GB, IAC more bad works CR 220814

Dear Members of the Governing Board and the IAC,

I am sorry to write again about how bad the Crown Road construction is. However, in the name of
truth and perfection in works, I cannot remain silent. Please find attached a very short one-page
report.

The secretary did not follow up on my reports and goes on wasting Government of India funds. It
is obvious that she will not change her mind and will go on with this sub-standard road. Is it her
gift to Sri Aurobindo’s 150th Anniversary to destroy well done roads in Auroville and do such bad
work?

Why did she contracted the CPWD and did not ask the Auroville Road Service to do this job?

In October 2021, Pashi, a respected elder Aurovilian told the Secretary that the PWD is incapable
to build Mother's town. She replied that “The money comes from the GOI, we have no choice”.
This is contradicted by the fact that the Auroville Road Service has built 1423 m of the Crown
Road between 2008 and 2013, with GoI funds.
This road which is still in a good state is being destroyed by her order now.
The Crown has to be realised, as it is an essential part of the Galaxy and the Master Plan. This
road has to be built and I am more than willing to help its manifestation, but with the utmost
perfection and in collaboration with the residents.
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Section 15 (1) of the Auroville Foundation Act 1988 mentions “(...) Secretary to the Foundation to
exercise such powers and perform such duties under the Chairman of the Governing Board as
may be prescribed or as may be delegated to him by the Chairman”.

Therefore, I appeal to you to make this work stop immediately and to stop wasting GoI funds.
Please read my last recommendations, mentioned in my report dated 13th Aug.

I would also suggest that after stopping this road construction, you should ask an independent
external team of experts to test whatever has been done. We cannot go on wasting more GoI
funds.

Don’t you think that all what this secretary and her ATDC have ordered and done should be
looked into very carefully?

Very sincerely,

S. M.

Director Auroville Earth Institute
Master of Architecture – Lyon, France
Post Graduate Diploma in Earthen Architecture – Grenoble, France
Representative for Asia – UNESCO Chair Earthen Architecture
Auroshilpam, Auroville 605 101 – T.N. India
Tel.: +91 (0) 413 – 262 3330 / 262 3064
Fax: +91 (0) 413 – 262 2886
Email: earthinstitute@auroville.org.in
Web: http://www.earth-auroville.com
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Appendix A-44 - AVEI Crown Follow Up Report
14th August 2022
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Appendix A-45 - Request from /AVFO ‘ATDC’/ to Housing Board for
database & response
22nd August 2022

Information needed
ATDC <avenir@auroville.org.in> Mon, Aug 22, 2022 at 09:53
To: housing <housing@auroville.org.in>
Cc: ATDC Auroville Town Development Council <avenir@auroville.org.in>

Dear Housing Service,

For the purpose of detailed building & infrastructure planning, L'avenir d'Auroville is looking into
the existing settlements to correlate with the future developments, as per the Master Plan.

We need all available data regarding the buildings and their users to proceed with the intended
planning works and therefore ask you to kindly give us access to the database you have
generated until this date regarding the houses and their inhabitants.

We look forward to hearing from you soon, positively.

Govind, Hemant, Jaya, Ponnusamy, Prasad, Sindhuja, Toby
L'avenir d'Auroville / ATDC members

**********

Housing Coordinator . <housing-coordinator@auroville.org.in> Mon, Aug 22, 2022 at 10:03
To: Housing Board <housingboard@auroville.org.in>

No, this is an illegally formed group and they cannot have access.

Best Regards,
Amy L.
Housing Services Coordinator

**********

Housing Coordinator . <housing-coordinator@auroville.org.in> Mon, Aug 22, 2022 at 10:07
To: ATDC <avenir@auroville.org.in>
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Cc: housing <housing@auroville.org.in>, Housing Board <housingboard@auroville.org.in>

Dear Team,

As was made clear by the recent court judgement, you are not the ATDC as the ATDC can only be
formed in consultation with the Resident's Assembly. Therefore you have no need to have access
to any data and we do not need to comply with any request from you.

Best Regards,

Amy L.
Housing Services Coordinator
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Appendix A-46 - Letter from RA TDC to /AVFO ‘ATDC’/
27th August 2022
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Appendix A-47 - Ministry of Education’s Reply to Public Grievance
from a group of Auroville residents
15th September 2022
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Appendix A-48 - Auronet post from /AVFO ‘ATDC’/: Crown Road
update
22nd November 2022

Crown Works update
by ATDC Admin on November 22, 2022, 1:58 pm

Dear residents,
The Crown work is moving forward. The stretch between PTDC and Youth Center (up
to the crossing with the road from Matrimandir to Auroshilpam) is Phase 1.
Please look at the map showing the routes which will be made available for the various modes of
transport. The marked stretch of the Crown will be inaccessible until end of December.

Please note:
1) Ambulance will be parked at Sunship until the Crown work is completed.
2) Arka and Mahalakshmi Home will have their emergency access via Mahalakshmi
Park.
3) Center Field cycle path will be open temporarily for motorised 2-wheelers.
4) Kalabhumi and Cripa will be accessible via Gaia field.
5) Cars and buses will have to strictly stick to the demarcated route. Kindly do not
attempt to take the cars on the routes marked for 2-wheelers.
6) All other locations should have no blockages on their emergency accesses.

Signage will be erected in multiple locations. Please bring to our attention anything
we may have overlooked.
We understand that it is a time of inconvenience for some; we thank you for
keeping the larger picture in mind and for helping us during this period by
approaching us in case of any measures to be taken to ease the situation. If it is in
our capacity, we will surely facilitate.

Let’s build Her Auroville together, with joy and gratitude.
With kind regards,
Govind, Hemant, Jaya, Ponnusamy, Prasad, Sindhuja, Toby
L’Avenir d’Auroville

Auroville Dossier 3/3 - October 2023
Mismanagement of Auroville Assets, Finances & Resources

APPENDICES - Page 180 / 353



Appendix A-49 - Office Order no. 816
21st December 2022
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Appendix A-50 - Mass Bulletin from RA WCom and RA FAMC
7th January 2023

RA WCom and FAMC: On financial hardship caused by those
impersonating the 'BCC'

Dear Residents,
This communication is made in view of the fact that certain individuals associated with
the Office of the Secretary, Auroville Foundation, are usurping the role and functions of
the Budget Coordination Committee (BCC) constituted under the Funds and Assets
Management Committee selected by the Residents’ Assembly (RA).
It is highly regrettable that these individuals have been given the role of disbursing
collective funds via the Auroville Financial Services whilst not being accountable to the
Residents’ Assembly, nor to any of the selected representatives of the community.
These individuals have bypassed community processes, declaring that the RA is not
valid and have thus renounced the
ideal of Auroville’s collective organisation being based on a living experiment of Human
Unity in Diversity. It is of deep concern that in doing so, they are upholding the
top-down form of governance currently being imposed by the Office of the Secretary
and a minority group of Aurovilians claiming the exclusive ability to hold the vision of
Auroville. It is worth reminding ourselves that this minority group’s legitimacy has been
rejected by the 1161 residents that participated in a formal decision and resolution of
the Residents’ Assembly in August 2022.

Those individuals usurping the legitimately constituted BCC are acting in a careless and
harmful manner by removing maintenance support of persons selected by the RA, are
attempting to obtain sensitive information from residents concerning contributions, and
funding their own self-appointed groups, without following any previously
agreed-upon procedure nor showing any form of accountability. We note that these
individuals are creating financial hardship and
insecurity in a haphazard way without any consultation nor agreement from the
Residents’ Assembly and its approved working groups. The Governing
Board-appointed ‘FAMC’ (‘GB-FAMC’) under which these individuals function are also
slandering persons, inferring by removing maintenance support that they are not
working for the community and calling into question these Aurovilians’ commitment to
Auroville, when these same Aurovilians have been entrusted by the community in their
roles and responsibilities. The ‘GB-FAMC’ claim in their
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November report that these selected and endorsed representatives are “anti-city”, and
conclude that they are unwilling to support a “parallel governance / administration” -
which they themselves have created.

As duly-selected representatives of the Residents’ Assembly, we are committed to
supporting those that are being targeted by these coercive and divisive tactics, and we
are actively looking into other solutions to address the economic safety issues currently
at stake. This will only be possible with the support and active participation of the
residents of Auroville.

We invite all those that are willing to support us in addressing this issue by providing
financial or in-kind support to please contact the Budget Coordination Committee
selected via the Residents’ Assembly at this email address:
bccoffice@auroville.services.

Any questions you may have regarding the situation may be addressed to the BCC
using the above email address.

We stay committed to growing truer to the ideals of Auroville, to honouring what has
been built with the dedication, efforts and financial contribution of all residents and
wellwishers, and Mother’s Grace, over the last 54 years. It is in moments of crisis such
as this one that we need to stand united, and support each other.

In community,

Working Committee selected by the Residents’ Assembly (Aravinda, Bharathy, Chali,
Hemant, Maël, Sauro, Valli)
FAMC selected by the Residents’ Assembly (Amy B., Bobby P., Danny (TOS), Elodie,
Mita R., Palani)
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Appendix A-51 - Letters received by several community members
23rd January 2023

Letters received by several community members from /AVFO ‘ATDC’ &
‘Housing Service’/

Dear ....

Your residence/storeroom is identified as being situated on the planned Radial / Outer Ring
Road [specified in the mails].

Though we do not have yet the fixed date of when these buildings will be dismantled, part of it is
likely to happen in the near future as the planning work proceeds. As this concerns your
residence, we are encouraging that you already now contact the L’avenir d’Auroville/ATDC house
transfer sub-group consisting of members from ATDC, FAMC and Housing, to find what
possibilities are available for you transferring to another available residence within Auroville.

Those assets which are vacated, will be handed over to the Housing Service.

Jaya, Geeta and Banu
For L’avenir d’Auroville / ATDC House Transfer sub group
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Appendix A-52 - Mass Bulletin from RA FAMC
23rd January 2023

RA FAMC: Concerning emails about relocation due to planned roads

Dear Friends,

We have noted instances of some Aurovilians receiving emails about them occupying housing
assets which may be on the proposed crown road, outer ring road, radials, or other planned areas
in Auroville, with advice to contact a ‘house transfer subgroup’ and relocate.

We wish to offer our assistance and guidance to such individuals. Aurovilians who receive such a
communication may get in touch with us via email at “famc@auroville.services” by forwarding the
email to us with relevant details.

We also want to remind you that we are available in person every Wednesday during our open
hours from 2.30 pm to 4.30 pm in the RA Working Committee office (former Koodam, across from
the Auroville Library).

Regards,

Amy B., Bobby P., Danny, Elodie, Mita R., Palani
FAMC selected by the RA
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Appendix A-53 - /AVFO ‘FAMC’/ Housing Policy 2023
21st February 2023
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Appendix A-54 - /AVFO ‘FAMC’/ Housing Mandate 2023
21st February 2023
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Appendix A-55 - HP 2011 vs HP 2023 - Key differences
21st February 2023

Key Differences in the new 2023 draft Housing Policy as set out by the /AVFO
‘FAMC’/

● All references to the Auroville Council (AVC) and the Housing Board (HB) are removed.
● Any reference to arbitration of personal disputes by the AVC is removed. Therefore, any dispute
will be exclusively resolved by FAMC. There is an obvious conflict of interest in a
Committee setting policy and giving direction to implement to a sub group and also handling any
appeals in cases of people being aggrieved by their policies or direction.
● It is unclear whether the AVFO’s ‘FAMC’ will regard itself as being at liberty to revisit any
decision of previous FAMCs in order to give a decision favorable to individuals it deems
suitable.
● The AVFO’s ‘FAMC’ have jumped to trying to change the Housing Policy and Mandate
without addressing their own FAMC Mandate of 2016, which still refers to the FAMC as
appointed by and accountable to the Residents Assembly. So at the moment, an
aggrieved resident may seek to rely on that as a justification for going to the AVC to arbitrate an
appeal. Unfortunately, there is little doubt that the AVFO’s ‘FAMC’ will ignore such a move.

2 general principles (below from 2011 policy) are entirely removed.
● “An Aurovilian, a Newcomer or a Friend of Auroville will not purchase any immovable property
which according to Auroville's Master Plan is intended to become part of Auroville in the future
without making it immediately relatable to Auroville. Any exceptions must be agreed upon by the
Auroville Foundation.”
● “In principle, all members of the Residents Assembly have to reside in Auroville. Any
exceptions will have to be worked out with the Housing Board.”

Stewardship
● Stewardship is recast as a “privilege”. This is a new concept which dilutes what used to be
"rights", in favor of the AVFO’s ‘FAMC’.
● Stewards should be working “fully in Auroville for a recognized service, unit or undertaking
directly related to Auroville”.
● Stewards should be “living in Auroville on a regular basis at least 9 months of every
calendar year”.
● All stewardship allocation must be ultimately approved by the FAMC.
● It appears that even if you have made a financial contribution to an asset, your
stewardship can now be revoked. Section 8 of the FCRA (Foreign Contribution Regulation
Act) considers foreign donations. It says that the receiving entity (in this case the AVF)
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“shall utilize such contribution for the purposes for which the contribution has been received.” If
foreign Aurovilians have given money for their housing and their
stewardship is then revoked, this raises questions as to whether the 2023 draft policy is
compliant with the FCRA.

Friends of Auroville
● The 2023 draft Housing Policy removes all rights of Friends of Auroville (FoA) to be
Stewards. This is a very big change of policy from the 2011 Housing Policy. It leaves in
limbo the status of FoA who have made contributions towards housing and are now
stewards (obviously with the agreement of former FAMCs and the AVFO). It is unclear
how their status would now be considered, as the 2023 draft Policy gives them no rights
at all. A unilateral shift of policy without consultation leaves all sorts of questions, i.e. if
the AVFO can solicit donations for one purpose and then do as it chooses once the
money has been received as there are questions of acting in bad faith. As before, this
raises questions as to whether this draft policy is compliant with the FCRA.

House Allocation
● The Housing Service, in consultation with FAMC, will make the allocation of all houses
and apartments.

Temporary Absence of Steward
● Temporary absence before notifying HS to place a House sitter remains at 3 months
despite recent announcements that it would be reduced to 8 weeks. However, stewards
who are out of Auroville for less than 3 months must notify the Housing Service
regardless. House sitting contracts cannot be longer than one year with the possibility of
an extension.

Permanent Absence of Steward
● In case of an Aurovilian passing away, stewardship may pass to ‘Adult Aurovilian
progeny’ (children), who are automatically considered as co-stewards if they live in the
house. However the 2023 draft policy does not mention any other adult Aurovilian who
is living with the steward at the time of their death. So it is unclear how this would leave
spouses, married or otherwise, or other situations where another Aurovilian is living in
the house for whatever reason.
In the 2011 policy the wording is “the house or apartment will normally be allocated to
the Aurovilian(s) or Newcomer(s) with whom the deceased was living prior to his or her
death”.
● The 2023 draft policy also removes a section where it says that the HB will consider the
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requests of stewardship of the house from the child or children of the deceased who do not live in
the house, or anyone who has made a financial contribution to the house within the last 5 years
but has ceased to live there.
● There is new wording defining when a steward can be considered to be permanently
absent from Auroville. The 2023 draft policy states:
“ In case an Aurovilian or a Newcomer leaves Auroville permanently, the house or
apartment will be re-allocated by the Housing Service ... an Aurovilian is considered to have left
Auroville permanently if his or her name has been removed from the Register
of Residents by the [Termination Committee].”

This can be compared with the 2011 policy:

“An Aurovilian is considered to have left Auroville permanently if he or she has been out
of Auroville for a period of at least five years. In these cases, after a 3 year absence, the
steward and the Housing Board will work in close collaboration for the next 2 years, as
needed, for the optimal use of the asset. If the steward is then out of Auroville for a total
of five years, the stewardship is reverted to the Housing Service for re-allocation.”

The change is possibly indicative of the AVFO/AVFO’s ‘FAMC’ seeking greater power to
remove people from the RoR thereby dispensing with any 5 year requirement altogether
if it suits them. This should be seen in the context of any potential future moves to take
over the rights the RA holds over entry and termination.

New section: Revocation of stewardship.
● This section is entirely new, as the concept of ‘stewardship revocation’ did not exist
before.
It reads;
“In the case that a steward is not regularly fulfilling the conditions and responsibilities of
stewardship, namely, living in Auroville at least nine months out of every calendar year,
working fully in Auroville for a recognized service or undertaking directly relatable to
Auroville and maintaining the housing asset in proper condition; Or in the case that a
steward has contravened the stipulations of this Housing Policy such as, but not limited to, giving
the asset for sub-lease or rental, allowing unauthorized persons to reside there or repeated
failure to inform of long absences or allow house-sitters without going through the Housing
Service, stewardship may be revoked by the FAMC.”
● This could have huge potential ramifications - for example members of the RA working
groups have recently seen their maintenances removed, as they have been deemed by
the AVFO’s ‘FAMC’ as not working in Auroville for a recognised service. Going by this policy, those
people could have their stewardship ‘privileges’ revoked.
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Funds
● ALL funds of HS, including allocation of repair grants are to be managed by the Housing
Service. Although the 2023 draft mandate mentions a “threshold” for allocations - which
must be agreed by the ‘Housing Advisory Group’ - this is not mentioned in the draft policy. This
brings concerns regarding accountability and individual members of HS having decision making
powers over considerable sums of money.
● All references to the ‘Housing Fund’ is removed from the 2023 draft policy- this is the fund from
which one-off house grants are given to Aurovilians who are transferring or
remodeling a house.

House Transfers
● House exchanges and transfers -these are now clubbed together with the same guidelines.
There were separate guidelines previously as exchanges could be decided
independently between stewards so long as no money exchanged hands.
● Feedback from existing community members will be considered but will not be binding.
● There is a line that states that “HS will determine the modalities of exchanges or
transfers”. The meaning of this is unclear but it could mean that HS can determine the
practical steps (and timescales) to be taken in order for a house transfer to be successful.
Therefore; FAMC determines policy but HS can decide how to implement policy.

Transfer of new assets:
● Any transfer is given against a contribution amount that reflects the cost of the project,
or can be allocated pro bono by FAMC.

Transfer of ‘used’ assets:
● Any transfer is given against a contribution amount based on factors such as cost of
refurbishment and administrative costs. This therefore removes the concept of ‘market
rate’ of Auroville houses, which could be welcome. However it is unclear where this
would leave present stewards who have already paid the ‘market rate’ for their house.
● Vacating stewards have to provide the funds to refurbish the asset.

New Housing
● The 2023 draft policy now includes a reference to new housing being “within Master
Plan guidelines”.
● Previous references to discretionary financial assistance for Aurovilians struggling to
complete a building project is removed.

All references to Staff Quarters and Guest Houses are removed from the 2023 draft policy.
New categories of housing defined in the 2023 draft policy are:
● Bridging Housing.
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● Youth Housing, which was previously defined by the Youth Housing Guidelines. The
upper age limit has been reduced to 35 (from 40).
There is no reference to the Youth Housing Selection team (previously a defined group of seven to
ten Aurovilians), so it appears that selections will also be done by Housing Service.

The proposed elimination of the Housing Board as a decision-making power raises a number of
concerns. The Housing Board was created via community-approved processes with the purpose
of providing accountability to the community and rooting out issues of favoritism and
mismanagement of assets. The forcible takeover of both the FAMC & the Housing Board means
that the community now has no say how decision-makers are selected or held to account and
there is a lack of transparency about how decisions are made within both groups.
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Appendix A-56 - /AVFO ‘ATDC’ & ‘FAMC’/ Announcement
18th March 2023

Land Asset Stewardships Redefined
by Chandresh on March 18, 2023, 11:37 am

Dear Aurovilians,
The detailing and implementation of the Galaxy Master Plan is being prepared on many
levels and with urgency by the ATDC.

In order to move forward with the development of Auroville City as per the Master Plan and
considering that non-ownership is a core value of life in Auroville, going forward all rights for
development of the Auroville lands will follow land- use as defined in the Master Plan and by the
ATDC, and endorsed by FAMC. Individual rights over land or other assets, as has been practiced
till now, will change now to community ownership as per the planning parameters by ATDC and
caretaker agreements worked out by FAMC and its subgroups.

This implies that going forward all "land stewardships" that were given or as understood in
the past, especially in the City Master Plan area no longer hold validity in the context it was
practiced. L'avenir d'Auroville / ATDC is the authorized body that will decide on the land use of all
Auroville lands. City Center and the lands in the City Master Plan area will immediately be
directly under the joint work team of ATDC and FAMC. The Land board team will assist in the
maintenance of these land assets.

All the green belt lands also will follow planning parameters in consideration of the ground
realities and the necessary change thereof as feasible. The maintenance and caretaker
agreements for the green belt lands, farms and lands outside of the Masterplan area are
being considered for their proper use.

Persons who have been given land stewardship in the past and have questions about their
situation can make an appointment for a personal interaction by writing
to avenir@auroville.org.in and/or famc@auroville.org.in.

At Her service,

FAMC, ATDC
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Appendix A-57 - Report by RA TDC member
18th March 2018
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Appendix A-58 - Mass Bulletin of April 14
14th April 2023

RA WCom: Takeovers of services in Auroville

Dear Community,
Over the last 2 days there has been an ongoing series of attempted takeovers of various
services in Auroville by the Office of the Secretary to the Governing Board, purported to be with
the authorization of the Governing Board. There have been no notices given, no hearings, no
reasons, no written orders - in short no due process has been followed. Online meetings were
called by the Personal Assistant of the Secretary with very short notice, no agenda or purpose
mentioned and no opportunities for representation or discussion given.

The services that we know of that have received such a communication are the Visitors' Center,
the Eco Service, AV Arts Service, AV Safety and Security Team (AVSST) and the SAIIER Board. In
some cases, the executives' access to the auroville.org.in email addresses and Google Drives of
these services have already been suspended, again without written notice or reason given. There
is also at least one case that we know of where the auroville.org.in email has been blocked for a
unit that has not received a notice for a meeting but that was previously targeted for takeover.

If anyone else has received similar communications please contact us as soon as possible
either by writing to workingcom@auroville.services or by getting in touch with one of our
members directly.

We are following the situation closely and will do our best to keep the community informed.

Please join us in calling for light and strength in the face of this latest challenging situation.
Faithfully,

Your Working Committee
Aravinda, Bharathy, Chali, Hemant, Mael (TOS), Sauro, Valli

Auroville Dossier 3/3 - October 2023
Mismanagement of Auroville Assets, Finances & Resources

APPENDICES - Page 206 / 353



Appendix A-59 - Office Order of April 12
12th April 2023
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Appendix A-60 - Mass Bulletin of April 22
22nd April

RA WCom: Important information about attempted takeovers

Dear Community,

We would like to share with you the advice that we have offered to the executives and
managers of units and services who have received requests for online meetings with the
Secretary, in which it was communicated verbally that there will be changes in executives and
teams. Not everyone who was contacted attended these meetings, and in several cases, including
those who didn't attend the meeting, this was followed very quickly by access to auroville.org.in
email accounts being blocked.

Due process is not being followed, according to their own Standing Order (attached) and the
Code of Conduct of 2017 (approved by the GB). Therefore we advise that no one considers
handing anything over or stepping down until and unless the following is produced:
1 A resolution from the relevant trust
2 A resolution from the 'FAMC' signed by the JSFA (Joint Secretary, Finance Advisor to Ministry of
Education and ex-officio member of the GB) who is listed in the Office Order appointing the
'FAMC' according to Section 16 of the AV Foundation Act.
3 An Office Order from the Office of the Secretary.
More information that would be needed in any handover:
• A clear date when responsibilities go from current executives to new ones, with names.
• Certain things that are cleared and handed over such as: financial responsibility (accounts
and balance sheets), assets with inventory list, data, legal responsibilities (pending or ongoing
cases in court, eg), etc.
It may also be useful to understand point 2 in a bit more detail. Section 16 of the Auroville
Foundation Act says:
16. Committees of the Governing Board.—(1) The Governing Board may appoint such
committees as may be necessary for the efficient discharge of its duties and performance of its
functions under this Act.
(2) The Governing Board shall have the power to co-opt as members of any committee
appointed under sub-section (1), such number of persons who are not members of the
Governing Board as it may think fit, and the persons so co-opted shall have the right to attend the
meetings of the committee, and take part in the proceedings of the committee, but shall not have
the right to vote.
This means that only GB members have 'voting' rights/authority in any committee
created by the GB under Section 16. The current GB FAMC has been created under this
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Section with only one GB member included, which is the Finance Advisor of the Ministry of
Education, who is an ex-officio member of the GB. Therefore, he is the only 'FAMC' member
who can sign decisions and actions of the 'FAMC' and would have to be the one to sign any
resolution to change executives.

Yesterday an Office Order (attached) was shown to executives at the Visitors' Center, in
which a number of entities were listed with individuals named under each that were being
'appointed' in positions of responsibility by the Office of the Secretary. A few points to note:
• The entities listed were a mix of trusts, units, services, a board and a 'task force', all being
clubbed in one Office Order and appointments being made in the same way;
• A number of the individuals listed have either not been asked or have been asked and
declined;
• It is stated that this has been discussed with the Governing Board jointly by the Working
Committee and the Funds and Assets Management Committee. We, the Working Committee
duly selected by the Residents' Assembly, were not consulted in this matter and do not agree
with the way in which these changes are being implemented, where once again the wider RA
is being sidelined and ignored.
If individuals claiming to be newly appointed executives or team members appear on site and do
not produce the above documents and do not accept a refusal to withdraw and hand over, please
inform us immediately.

In community,

Your Working Committee
Aravinda, Bharathy, Chali, Hemant, Mael (TOS), Sauro, Valli
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Appendix A-61 - Email from /AVFO ‘Farm Service’/ to Farm Group
21st June 2023

Email from /AVFO ‘Farm Service’/ to Farmers

Dear farmers,

For your information, FAMC & Farm Service are currently restructuring Foodlink. Please be
aware that operations and business will continue as usual during this process.
Please further note the following:
1. Farmers can now directly email the farm service team for farming information.
2. The core group and sub-group no longer exists. All relevant matters concerning farming must
be addressed to the Farm Service.

Thank You

Farm Service
--
On behalf of Farm Service
(Anitha, Anshul, Gino, Prasad)
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Appendix A-62 - Farm Group Response
11th July 2023

Dear Torkil and Chandresh, members of AFO FAMC

The Farm Group does not agree with your analysis of the farming situation in Auroville or your
so-called solution. Our thoughts are as follows:

• You say that since farmers only produce 20% overall of what Auroville needs, this is because of
subsidies given to the farmers rather than structural issues relating to the
Auroville market. As we have explained to you, a large part of the reason for this deficit is
because the Auroville market demands food that it is impossible to grow in this area. Farmers
cannot do much about that and a better approach would be to try and change the habits and
attitudes of Auroville consumers towards the food that can be grown in this climate and with the
present natural resources. Auroville farmers can and will produce more of these items provided
they could be sure that most of what they grew would be sold.

• You say that FAMC have tried to engage farmers but that they have been resistant to this. We
have met just two or three times with the AFO FAMC and twice with the farm service
In the last meeting with FAMC, Gheeta, Torkil and Chandresh, we all agreed in principle to look at
ways both groups could move forward together; focusing on the things with which we can agree.
Two days after, the Farm Service was created and at our first meeting with them, Prasad informed
us that they, not FAMC, would only be dealing with us. Now, last week an email reducing farmers’
maintenances. You say that the Farm Service is moving ahead with dealing with surpluses
through restructuring Foodlink. Just to let you know that farmers are still getting produce returned
and being told not to bring in certain items because Foodlink cannot deal with them. In other
words, the new Farm Service Foodlink are having the same problem as before, in fact possibly
more.

• If you want to go ahead with making farmers support themselves please be aware that you are
encouraging farmers to grow what makes the most profit which is not necessarily what Auroville
needs. Do you think this is a good move? It is also unclear about expectations with regard to the
standard of Auroville produce. The existing high standards
ensure that Auroville food is grown in a way that is healthy for people as well as the Earth. Do
you subscribe to those values? Or is the value to be measured only in profit and production? At
present it sounds very much like the latter and Auroville
farmers do not agree with this. You talk about new ways of farming; can you please explain? If
you mean the Gratitude project or Unity farm, we do not see any much new happening there.. You
talk about the new farms which are having no subsidies and so we should all have no support;
are you talking about Unity farm which got a budget of over 7 lakhs to start up or Gratitude
project with double that investment? If farms would get all such startup investment the situation
might look quite different now.
• Growing more food also requires investment so where is that supposed to come from? Many
farms do not have resources for new investment to grow more and for those that

Auroville Dossier 3/3 - October 2023
Mismanagement of Auroville Assets, Finances & Resources

APPENDICES - Page 214 / 353



do it will take time to make the necessary changes to increase production. You say that the new
initiatives of which you talk have/will be carried out without subsidy and presumably
investment. Please do explain this further. How will these new projects be set up with no
financial backing and how are the people doing the work managing with no financial support?
(using savings? Getting jobs outside Auroville?) Please clearly explain this to us.

Farmers have shown lots of goodwill to try to cooperate with you although your group has been
imposed on Auroville without any proper process.

Now getting these decisions thrown at us;
First our common farm group accounts are frozen. These accounts are vital for farmers to be able
to take emergency loans, seed/compost loans, infra loans, it also blocks the repayment of several
lakhs of rupees to farms from a fund which farmers have pooled to pay operating cost of foodlink
and any excess gets paid back at the end of the financial year.

Then Farm group and it’s subgroups are being dismissed as non existent; these groups are simple
working groups where farmers meet, look at each others work, plan crops and are crucial for
learning and regulation of production.
Foodlink being taken over without any respect for its executives and no time for a proper
transition and finally cutting of the personal maintenance from farmers, again from one moment
to the other without any proper prior communication is totally unacceptable.

We really start to wonder about your motives and capacity; anyone with a little sense of reality
will realize that all these measures are surely not going to help to increase food for
Aurovilians.

We will continue to work on the land because that is what farming is about. We will find ways to
survive and keep supporting Aurovilians because that’s what is needed. Unless you stop making
these unilateral decisions and there is normal communication it will be difficult to work with you
any longer.

Wishing for better times,

Auroville Farm group

The above message was a response to the AFO FAMC e-mail below:

Dear Auroville farmers,

Despite many years of work, large areas given for farming, large subsidies in form of maintenance,
donations and loans, the farms of Auroville have only managed to produce around 20% of the
food Auroville needs.
Over the last year FAMC have tried to engage farmers in discussions about how this can be
radically changed, but there has been little interest to move away from the safety and protection
of subsidies. Auroville is now expecting a fast growth in population and the existing farm
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production system will not in any way be able to be scaled up. The new Farm Service is moving
fast ahead with new ways of farming, opening Food Link for selling surplus outside, and is
working without expectation of subsidy or maintenance, but based on sale of production.
It would not be possible to run two different production systems at the same time, one heavily
subsidised and one without. FAMC has decided that with effect from June 2023 we will move into
a new setup to support a fair maintenance scheme of a "care package" for running farms in
Auroville, and farms have to rely additionally on what they produce and sell.
A "care package" provided by BCC covers the monthly support of the lunch scheme, in-kind
support for groceries and the health fund contribution. The City Services Contribution will also be
provided with a waiver. We know it is a difficult transition for the farm sector, and we realise that
some farmers will have trouble taking these steps.

In case anybody has serious financial problems with this, they can approach City Services for
temporary support.

In Her Service,
Auroville will boldly spring towards future realisations,

Chandresh and Torkil for FAMC
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Appendix A-63 - Forest Group Response
3rd July 2023

Forest Group update Report 3rd July 2023
by xxxxxxx on July 4, 2023, 2:13 am

The FG would like to inform the community that they are very disappointed and distressed at
community members Chandresh and Torkil, and the GB FAMC for supporting them, in their recent
communication and action.
After withholding the Forest Budget, which supports 60 employees from our neighbouring
communities, this communication states that their budget has been suspended. It also states that
over 40 Aurovilian personal
maintenances(some full/some part-time) will also be stopped at short notice. It should be noted
that some of these Aurovilians have dedicated their whole working life to protecting and
developing land for Auroville.
For transparency, please read carefully the mail they sent to a few members of the FG and the
FG's reply.
We are really hoping for community support to ensure this callous action is reversed.

Faithfully the Forest Group

**********
FG reply to email received by a few foresters:

Dear Torkil and Chandresh, and other members of the GB elected FAMC,

It is with great concern that we write this mail to you. Since mid last week (Wednesday, June 21,
2023) a few members of the Forest Group have received the mail copied below. This mail has not
been received by all members on the Auroville Forest Group via mail Id
(forestgroup@auroville.org.in).

However, the ramifications of the shocking content of this mail, along with those not receiving it
and not being aware that their subsistence will be cut within a week, are very alarming.
The threat of cutting personal maintenances of 50 Aurovilians and 60 salaries of employees at
such short notice will put 110 people under duress and could have extreme psychological effects.
The threat of cutting of our Forest Care budget, which solely goes to paying salaried employees
wages, puts dedicated residents of our neighbouring villages, who are mostly living on the
breadline, under extreme pressure to feed their families.
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One wonders how two people with no financial worries could put so many people in this
situation.

Also, the sudden cutting of salaries of employees may also have legal consequences, as the mail
does not detail the timeline of the FAMC for forwarding the 60 employees entrenchment
compensation and for 49 out of the 60 who have been employed more than 5 years, their gratuity
package, all this according to the 1947 Indian labour laws.

It is also deeply concerning and surprising to read in your mail the following statement: "FAMC
over the last year has tried numerous times to get into a dialogue with the green workers, but
with little or no result, often not even willing to meet. The old Forest Group does not seem to
have any willingness to change and be part of a fast developing Auroville according to its
purpose.", as we attended a fruitful meeting with Madam Secretary and the FAMC on the 27th
February at the Auditorium Bharat Nivas. A meeting in which you, Chandresh and Torkil, did not
attend yourselves.

This meeting has been video recorded and starts with a powerpoint presentation called "FAMC
meets the Farmers & Green buffer & Park Zone " presented by Geeta and the Madam Secretary.
Approximately 80% of Forest Group members attended this meeting, a lot of information was
exchanged and the movement of our present accounting to a more CAG oriented system was
agreed upon and instigated.

As you have been supplied with all our accounts up to date (including full accounts FY
2022-2023 plus May 2023), you must be aware of how the forests are financed and understand
the ramification of what you are proposing in your mail.

We therefore request a meeting with you ASAP, to reassure us that you will:
Make payment of our overdue monthly City Services Forest Care budget for June 2023, so that
salaries to 60 employees of Auroville can be paid.
Make timely payment of the City Services Forest Care budget for July salaries for our 60
employees.
Ensure that the maintenances of Aurovilians, full time or half time involved in Forest Care, are
transferred to our personal Financial Service accounts at the latest on Monday, July 3, 2023, so
that your Aurovilian sisters and brothers are able to provide their families with basic needs.

Looking forward to hearing from you soon.

The Auroville Forest Group
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Appendix A-64 - Forest Group fact-check
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Appendix A-65 - RA BCC Mass Bulletin
4th July 2023

RA BCC: Observations on Recent Budget Cuts
The RA BCC has been made aware of a 100% budget cut to the Forest Group (all Maintenances
and salaries) and a budget cut of over 75% to the Farm Group (all Maintenances previously
allocated – whether half or full – have been reduced to a care package, which is the equivalent of
a quarter Maintenance). These cuts were communicated to only a few members of either group, in
emails signed by only two members of the FO FAMC, and implemented immediately. Maintenance
support to children has been cut alongside that of their parents in the case of Forest Group,
although this was not mentioned in the FO FAMC’s communication.

In light of these significant budgetary cuts, we would like to remind the community that the RA
BCC held a community budgeting process in early 2022, to get inputs on budgetary priorities.We
wish to highlight that Farms/Food and Social Support (Maintenances) were amongst the highest
budgetary priority areas, to receive more financial support from the City Services budget if
needed/possible. Forest was considered to be in the mid-low priority range for increased funding.
At the time, Forest was receiving 5.8% of the City Services Budget, and Farms were receiving 3%
(CS Report FY 2020-2021). The full report of the outcomes of the community budgeting process
is available here.

So far, a total of 121 adult Aurovilians have seen their Maintenance support cut by the FO
FAMC and BCC, amounting to 13.6% of the Aurovilians supported by a City Services
Maintenance just before the RA FAMC and RA BCC were replaced by these groups (888 in
total, CS Report FY 2021-2022). This is the first occasion at which Chidrens’ Maintenances
have been cut as well – despite the fact that the RA FAMC and RA BCC had amended the
Childrens’ Maintenance guidelines in October 2021, making all children eligible for this support
regardless of the Maintenance status of their parents. To our knowledge, no Bridging
Maintenances or gratuity settlements have been made available to the Aurovilians and employees
impacted, as would have been standard procedure. Gratuity for employees of budgeted services
was previously routinely paid for from the City Services Budget, which
included a Gratuity budget head and a dedicated FS account to hold these funds.
We believe that the community needs to be informed of these critical developments, which have
not been publicly communicated by those deciding and implementing them.

In service,
Your RA BCC Members (Aurosugan, Danny, Enrica, Hans, Mahi, Sacha, Suryamayi, Verena)
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Appendix A-66 - Letter to Ayarpadi farm steward
12th July 2023

From: FAMC . <famc@auroville.org.in>
Date: Wed, Jul 12, 2023 at 1:32 PM
Subject: Land allocation
To: Ayarpadi Farm <ayarpadifarm@auroville.org.in>
Cc: FAMC <famc@auroville.org.in>, Farm Service Auroville <farmservice@auroville.org.in>,
Auroville Foundation <avfoundation@auroville.org.in>

Dear M.,
As has been communicated by FAMC, there are many residents who have expressed their
interest in farming in the recently completed RoR survey. To encourage farming activity, it has
been decided to allocate 2 acres of land to aspiring farmers. This policy change was also
conveyed to the farmers during the meeting with Farm Service on 4th June 2023, as well as
during the last meeting convened by Mme Secretary, AVFO between farmers, FAMC, and Farm
Service at Windarrah farm. On the 13th of June, Farm Service members also met with you
personally to discuss this possibility, and the meeting note was shared with you and with FAMC.

As part of the first phase, Farm service will allocate the land parcel that you are farming in
situated next to Windarra, as well as the service farm, beginning with those Aurovillians who
have undergone 6 months of training at Unity Farm. In order to proceed with this transition We
kindly request you to schedule a time to come to the farm and do a handover for various assets on
the farm parcel, such as the roadside entrance key and also review the current assets and
conditions of the land, fence and protection, bore connections, any buildings etc. Thank you for
your cooperation.

In Her Service,
Auroville will boldly spring towards future realisations,
Chandresh, Geeta, Margarita for FAMC and Anitha and Anshul for Farm Service
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Appendix A-67- Open Letter from Farm Group
17th July 2023

Dear members of FAMC and Farm Service
We are taken aback by your request to Ayarpadi Farm to give up 5 acres of their cultivated land to
be used by volunteers to explore a farming future. We are happy to welcome new farmers in
Auroville, but the way you go about this is very disturbing.

We think it is important to understand that farms are not just fields, but carefully set up entities
where different parts and activities become a functioning organism where all parts play a crucial
role. Cutting off a part of a farm as a whole from one day to the other has a dramatic effect on the
farm. Farm economics are very tight and over the years a farmer finetunes the different farm parts
to be able to manage logistics properly and make the economics of the farm work.

We wonder why you want to take a part of a good functioning farm to experiment with. Ayarpadi
has been consistently producing field crops on this part of their farm. The farm is a main producer
of grains like paddy, peanuts, ragi and sesame. These crops are all in short supply in Auroville and
need skill to produce. Since many years, every year, crops have been produced on this particular
plot of land. This plot is delivering around 4 tons of grain crops every year consistently which
after processing end up in solar kitchen and PTDC. Ayarpadi is our main producer of boiled rice in
Solar kitchen and a good amount comes from this particular plot.

Farming is a very demanding occupation and one needs many years to acquire the skill set and
patience to succeed. A half year of training as you are offering gives at best a short exposure to
the world of agriculture. It would be very wise to let those volunteers join an existing farm of their
choice for a few years and learn farming in our challenging reality. After which they can be
allocated land to farm on their own.

A very big part of setting up and running a farm in Auroville is setting up infrastructure. Ayarpadi
Farm has spent a lot of their energy/money making this plot of land into a productive land parcel.
To just grab this land away from the rest of the farm without any dialogue and discussion is
simply not acceptable.

There are many land plots (5-6 acres in Rajapudupakkam, 17 acres in Irumbai) in Auroville which
need protection and can be made productive. If you think that the volunteers are ready to become
farmers please allocate some of those lands to them and assist them to put in the needed infra to
be able to start growing food for the community.

There might be farms who have areas to be developed and might be happy to welcome
newcomer farmers to develop the existing farms to become more productive.
The farm group is open for a healthy dialogue whenever you want to talk about developing farms
in Auroville.
Hoping for common sense,

The Auroville farm group
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Appendix A-68 - Letter to Ayarpadi Farm reversing the decision
29th August 2023

From: Anshul
Date: Tue, 29 Aug 2023 at 2:35 PM
Subject: regarding Ayarpadi/Windarra land
To: Ayarpadi Farm
Cc: Farm Service Auroville <farmservice@auroville.org.in>, FAMC <famc@auroville.org.in>,
Margarita FAMC <margarita-famc@auroville.org.in>

Dear M.,
After considering the recent developments in the International Zone land by the ATDC, we have
decided to keep Ayarpadi land out of the reallocation process. We also recognise the years of
investment in the land made by you and hope you can continue to use it productively. We need to
create new MoUs regarding house-sitting for both lands. We will contact you for this.

Also, we would like you to name the land next to Windarra differently so that its production and
expenses can be assessed separately. Please keep these records separately.
Do you have a name in mind? (Could be Ayarpadi 1 and Ayarpadi 2 or feel free to suggest)

Please go ahead with the plans for this season and continue your work on the land.
Thank you.

Regards
anshul
on behalf of farm service
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Appendix A-69 - Self Declaration Form
July 2023

SELF DECLARATION FORM (I)

Date -

I, (Auroville Name)……………………………………… full name(as in Passport)

……………………….……….……………………………………… ……….……………….,

ML/RoR No………….…, FS a/c No. ……………………, Aadhar Card No.……………………

born on (dd/mm/yr) ……………………… resident of …………………………………..

community.

DECLARATION: (Please check whichever is applicable)

I, hereby state that: (please check✔ whichever is applicable)

I am working, and my work place(s) is/are: _______________ Full-time Half-time

I have a unit/activity in Auroville

I receive a pension (in India/abroad)

I’m a house steward of an Auroville Asset

I have a private bank account in India

I have a fixed deposit in India

Here, I declare that I have no source of income in Auroville / outside Auroville. I am not a
recipient of any pension from any source outside of Auroville.

I confirm that the above contents are true to my current situation and I am responsible for providing
the above information.

(SIGNATURE OF THE DECLARANT)
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Appendix A-70 - RA WCom: clarification regarding Silver Fund ‘Self
Declaration Form’ from the /AVFO ‘BCC’/
21st July 2023

RA WCom: clarification regarding Silver Fund ‘Self Declaration Form’ from the
AVFO BCC

Dear Community,

A number of you have contacted us for advice about how to respond to the request from the
AVFO BCC to Aurovilians who are receiving a 'Silver Fund' maintenance, to fill out a self
declaration form.

We copy below a statement by the RA BCC providing information about the Silver Fund.

While the RA BCC recommends that you reply to the AVFO BCC's email or meet with them, we
would like to add that some of the fields of the "Self Declaration Form" seem very inappropriate
to us. This form also brings up privacy concerns, which is a fundamental right under Article 21 of
the Indian Constitution, and we do not want to encourage this administrative culture in Auroville.
Our recommendation would therefore be that, if you decide to respond to the AVFO BCC's
request, you only provide the information that you feel comfortable sharing with them, and simply
state that after sincere consideration you reaffirm that you do not have sufficient funds to meet
your basic needs and therefore still need this financial support from the Auroville community. This
could be done either via email or in person.

We hope this clarifies. Feel free to get in touch with us and with the RA BCC if you have any
further questions.

Also please inform us of any further email exchange you may have with the AVFO BCC.

Lastly, if you have received this request from the AVFO BCC and neither you nor a family member
are receiving a 'Silver Fund' maintenance, please inform us and the RA BCC.

Warmly,
Your RA Working Committee
(Aravinda, Bharathy, Chali, Hemant, Maël (TOS), Sauro, Valli)
________________________
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Statement by the RA BCC:

Advice & Information for Responding to the Maintenance Self Declaration Form

Dear friends,
You may have received an email with a ‘Self Declaration Form’ to be filled in, related to a ‘special
category’ of Maintenance that you are receiving. If so, you are probably receiving what we call a
‘Silver Fund’ Maintenance.
The Silver Fund Maintenances are Maintenances that were provided to Aurovilians over 70 years
of age, who had lived and worked in Auroville for at least 20 years, and were in need of financial
support. These Maintenances were allocated on a permanent basis, unless people voluntarily
chose to give it up (for example in cases where they started to receive a “good” pension from their
home country). In some cases, the BCC shifted eligible senior Aurovilians to a Silver Fund
Maintenance to free up Maintenances in the service they were working in for new people to be
able to join. Receiving a Silver Fund Maintenance did not imply that the Aurovilian had stopped
working, but it did offer the Aurovillian financial security regardless of how much they were able
to continue working.
We feel concerned that the FO BCC might be considering ending this Maintenance support. When
first allocating the Silver Fund Maintenance, similar questions were asked as the ones detailed in
the Self Declaration form (although this was typically done in person, and based on good faith).
We would advise those who have been asked to fill in a Self Declaration Form to reply to the mail
or to meet with the FO BCC. Although we cannot know if this will result in the Maintenance
support continuing, what we have observed is that lack of communication does lead to them
cutting budgets and Maintenances. If you are receiving a pension and this pension is insufficient,
we advise you to mention this in the form. Be sure to mention any kind of work that you continue
to do for Auroville.
In case you are informed that your Maintenance will be cut, consider requesting information
regarding their guidelines for receiving this Maintenance. Please keep the RA BCC and RA WCom
informed of their reply.

With care,
Your RA BCC members
(Aurosugan, Danny, Enrica, Hans, Mahi, Sacha, Suryamayi, Verena)
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Appendix B-1 - Letter from the Ministry of Education’s UNESCO cell
24th November 2023
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Appendix B-2 - Survey of trees in Bliss area
July 2020
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Appendix B-3 - Outline of Crown provided to Darkali, March 2009
March 2009

Appendix B-4 - Stay order of NGT
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10th December 2021
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Appendix B-5 - Summary of the NGT Judgement
28th April 2022

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) Ruling of 28 April 2022

What did the NGT decide?
The NGT Ruling of 28 April 2022 resulted in 3 Directions from the Tribunal (set out at paragraph
123 of the 28 April Ruling). These were:

NGT Direction 1: AVF to not do any construction work in the “project area” until they have
prepared "…a proper township plan either in respect of 778 Ha which is in their possession now
or in respect of 1963 Ha which was visualized by the MOTHER by identifying the locations where
each zone will have to be located, where the roads will have to be laid showing the location of
the ring roads with their width and further road, if any, to be constructed, the nature of industries
and other activities which they are expected to establish in the township and if it is not going to
be implemented as one phase, how many phases in which they are going to complete the project
and then apply for Environmental Clearance (EC)…. Till then they are directed not to proceed with
further construction in the project area."

NGT Direction 2: A Joint Committee (JC) would be created of by the NGT of environmental experts
they appointed:

1. JC to do a report before environmental clearance is to be obtained by the AVF for further
development activity on the Crown Road;

2. JC would assess how any new roads would affect water bodies/streams in the area; and
3. Until the JC finished their report, AVF:
● “is directed not to cut any further trees from the property [ie the AVF owned grounds]”;

BUT CAN
● “undertake the crown road work in the remaining stretches where there are no trees.”

NGT Direction 3: AVF was ordered to “plant trees in the ratio of 1 : 10 for the number of trees to
be cut” when they undertake construction work and consider the recommendations made by the
JC regarding what tree species should be planted.
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Appendix B-6 - Picture of the unnecessary YC clearing
8th July 2022
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Appendix B-7 - Threats of /AVFO ‘ATDC’/
12th July 2022

Notice about obstructing the work of the ATDC and CPWD (anonymized)
by ATDC Admin on July 12, 2022, 6:56 pm

Notice to all concerned persons

On Tuesday 12 July 2022, the work of the paving of the Crown Road ordered by L’avenir
d’Auroville/ATDC and executed by the CPWD, Government of India, was obstructed by the
following persons:
• A. M.
• D. S.
• D. K.
• D. H.
• N. S.
• T. M.

The NGT verdict received on April 28th 2022 authorises the work on the Crown to continue.
Anybody blocking this work is essentially going against the directive issued by the NGT and will
be held responsible.

The Auroville Town Development Council and the Office of the Auroville Foundation herewith
inform the Residents of Auroville that obstructing government works in India is a criminal offence,
and also, in this case, contempt of court.

Henceforth necessary action will be taken when any person, whether a resident of Auroville or
not, is found to be blocking the work on the ground.

Kind regards,

Dr. G. Seetharaman
Member-Secretary
Auroville Town Development Council
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Appendix B-8 - Letter to Department of Higher Education
12th August 2022
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Appendix B-9 - Letter to Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu
12th August 2022
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Appendix B-10 - Letter to CPWD
12th August 2022
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Appendix B-11- Communication from MoE to AV Foundation
November 2021
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Appendix B-12 - Note on Archaeological Work in the Auroville area
12th August 2022
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Appendix B-13 - Joint Committee Report
18th August 2022

Full report
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Appendix B-14 - Letter from a steward of Bliss Forest alerting the
Auroville Foundation and Working Groups of the clearing
1st October 2022

Clearance in Existence and Bliss
From: C. <xxxxxxx@auroville.org.in>
Date: Sat, 1 Oct 2022, 11:04
To: Working Committee <workingcom@auroville.org.in>, ATDC Auroville Town
Development Council <avenir@auroville.org.in>, Forest Group <forestgroup@auroville.org.in>,
Auroville Foundation <avfoundation@auroville.org.in>

To whom it may concern.

The clearing of a 2.5m wide cyclepath through Existence, private land, Bliss and
Revelation which has started yesterday, Friday afternoon at 5pm and is continuing right now is a
violation of the NGT court order. An Environmental Clearance and DDP is needed for this kind of
work.

We request you to stop this work immediately.

C.
Bliss Forest co-steward
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Appendix B-15 - Communication of the clearing sent to the
Auroville Governing Board and International Advisory Council
4th October 2022

S. for destruction of another forest
Auroville Earth Institute <earthinstitute@auroville.org.in> Tue, Oct 4, 2022 at 9:40 AM
To: yogabi@roottolight.com, micheldanino@gmail.com, shambhavi.yogini@gmail.com,
vedicinstitute@gmail.com, hp@aurohotels.com, dena.merriam@finnpartners.com,
neetaprasad@pib.gov.in, jsfa.edu@gov.in, nirima@gmail.com, gbnandana1956@gmail.com,
aravindan.neelakandan@gmail.com, rssarraju@gmail.com, gghosal87@gmail.com, lg.pon@nic.in,
govtam@nic.in

Ref: 1950 C 642 GB, IAC destruction forest 221003

Dear Members of the Auroville Governing Board and International Advisory Council,

Please find attached a report on the illegal destruction of yet another Auroville forest ordered by
Dr Jayanti Ravi. At the end of last week, she ordered the destruction to open a cycle path through
Auroville land and private land, without informing anyone as usual.

You will read in the second page of the report that the member of her illegal ATDC who was kind
enough to show us the plan of this cycle path, designed by Sindhuja Jagadeesh and Anupama
Kundoo, said that Dr Jayanti Ravi gave the order not to show us the plan or to give any
information.

This kind of “development” and process are very questionable.

Is it acceptable that Dr Jayanti Ravi violates the law, as the NGT Court Order requires an
Environmental Clearance before starting such work? Is it acceptable that she orders not to inform
the community? Is it acceptable that she orders the members of her illegal ATDC to publish a
message threatening anyone obstructing her destruction, which is in fact illegal?

Is it acceptable that Sindhuja Jagadeesh is in charge of the ATDC, when she has built in the
Master Plan area a house for a private party, without any permission to build it? Is it acceptable
that she has bought with her sister a benami land in the Master Plan area? She is also known to
be a member of a cult who has harassed people physically and psychologically.

Is it acceptable that Anupama Kundoo is the “Head of Urban Design” of the illegal ATDC when
she does not live here since so many years? She was in Auroville recently for a few days only.
Therefore, how can she design anything, without being aware of the ground reality? What is her
agenda?
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I kindly beg you to stop Dr Jayanti Ravi ordering such destruction and bypassing the Residents
Assembly.

I ask you also to take the appropriate measures and reconsider how the Auroville town planning
is done and by whom.

Truth and Love from the City at the Service of Truth.

Looking forward to hearing from you.
Very sincerely,

S.
--
Mr S.M.
Director Auroville Earth Institute
Master of Architecture – Lyon, France
Post Graduate Diploma in Earthen Architecture – Grenoble, France
Representative for Asia – UNESCO Chair Earthen Architecture
Auroshilpam, Auroville 605 101 – T.N. India
Tel.: +91 (0) 413 – 262 3330 / 262 3064
Fax: +91 (0) 413 – 262 2886
Email: earthinstitute@auroville.org.in
Web: http://www.earth-auroville.com
Linktree: https://linktr.ee/earthinstitute.auroville
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Appendix B-16 - Report of the clearing sent to the Auroville
Governing Board and International Advisory Council
4th October 2022
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Appendix B-17 - Announcement from the AVFO regarding
obstruction
2nd October 2022

To all those who are obstructing the work of CPWD
massbulletin av <massbulletin@auroville.org.in> Sun, 2 Oct, 2022 at 12:12 pm

This is to inform that the clearing work in progress to create cycle paths through the parks, are in
required compliance.

The work pursued is the clearing of shrubbery for the purpose of creating a cycle path. Further, no
trees are being felled for this purpose.

It's a legal offence to obstruct this work in progress. Anyone obstructing this work is doing so at
their own risk and necessary actions may be initiated with the videos and photos of the people
involved.

With Best regards,

Dr G. Seetharaman (MS), Govind, Hemant, Jaya, Ponnusamy, Prasad, Sindhuja & Toby
L’Avenir d’Auroville
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Appendix B-18- RA TDC letter on clearing outlining the legalities
3rd October 2022

Unauthorised clearing in Existence / Bliss forest
AV Mass Bulletin <avmassbulletin@auroville.services>

Unauthorised clearing in Existence / Bliss forest

Dear Community,

Friday afternoon and Saturday morning a JCB accompanied by an engineer from the Central
Public Works Department (CPWD) and a survey team started clearing a 2.5m wide path
between the trees through Existence forest towards Bliss forest. This bulldozing of understory
forest regeneration is the first step in creating cycle paths that have been proposed by Dr
Anupama Kundoo and are being implemented by the CPWD on instructions from the Auroville
Foundation Office (AVFO) Secretary.

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed that a proper township plan and environmental
clearance need to be in place before further construction can be undertaken in Auroville. This stay
on construction includes the clearing and creation of new rights of ways, including cycle paths,
which can only be properly planned for alongside housing, economic, environmental and cultural
needs and tested through the environmental impact assessment process.

The AVFO and those collaborating with them are acting in clear contempt of the NGT judgment.
In addition, this unauthorised clearance is implemented on the basis of invalid appointments &
contracts, undisclosed and incomplete plans arrived at without participation of the Residents
Assembly and is generally devoid of basic sense, process or decency.

The CPWD engineer confirmed that they do not have environmental clearance and are only in the
process of applying now, apparently based on ‘detailed plans produced by Dr Anupama’ which
were not available on-site, or anywhere else. His colleague later confirmed that the process could
take 6-12 months, and neither he, nor Prasad (so-called ‘ATDC’ member) could confirm or verify
whether they even had the basic plans necessary to start the process. We have confirmed that no
application has been processed by the appropriate authorities.

Cycle-paths will of course be needed in the right place and time as part of the building of this
unique universal township, trees will need to be cut, difficult choices will need to be made – but
they will be made consciously, and together.

The overriding concern is not the bulldozing, it is the violent and authoritarian approach which has
no place in Auroville and is itself the most significant barrier preventing a joyful and timely
realisation of the ‘City the Earth Needs’.
Mr Madhi, AVFO vigilance officer, and now the so called ‘ATDC’ recognised by the Governing
Board have threatened those who object to and prevent these unplanned, unlawful and
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unauthorised works by first demanding proof of the ‘required compliance’ which they claim to
have. We will continue to challenge the senseless destruction, lies and threats and we welcome
any support you can provide, in peaceful presence, in collective actions and in working with us as
we take up the proper planning of the township in a conscious and holistic way.

More soon,

in Service

L’avenir d’Auroville - TDC Town Development Council
Allan B, Anan, Dorle, Divya L, Fabian, Island, Lata, Meera N, Natasha S, Tom G
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Appendix B-19 - Pictures clearing
23rd November 2022
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Appendix B-20 - Pictures of tree damage
3rd February 2023
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Appendix B-21 - Bulletin from /AVFO ‘ATDC’/
3rd February 2023

CPWD surveying parts of the Master Plan - submitted by ATDC
massbulletin av <massbulletin@auroville.org.in> Fri, Feb 3, 2023 at 5:41 PM

Dear residents,
CPWD is surveying certain parts of the Galaxy Master Plan. The trees have to be marked and
numbered as part of this survey, and the marking needs to be as permanent as possible. The
standard procedure is to remove some bark and paint the number on the cleared skin of the tree.
Any other method will be easily tampered with, especially in the current climate in Auroville
where vandalism seems prevalent.

We understand that today some residents have gone and obstructed the work of the survey team
and have asked for stickers to be put on the trees instead. While painting the trees may seem
shocking to some, we want to reassure everybody that this does no lasting harm to the trees and
is a normal procedure in a survey.

We remind everyone that obstructing authorised work, in this case of CPWD, is a criminal offence,
and that at this point strict action will be taken against those who are obstructing work on the
ground.
If you feel something is amiss, and to register a complaint, the correct procedure is to write to
avenir@auroville.org.in or to the Foundation Office, or to visit us in person. Kindly and respectfully,
do not bother the guys doing the hard work on the field.

Best regards,

Govind, Hemant, Jaya, Ponnusamy, Prasad, Sindhuja, Toby
L'avenir d'Auroville / ATDC
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Appendix B-22 - Report from certified arborist Island Lescure
3rd February 2023
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Appendix B-23 - Satprem Darkali Report
29th March 2023
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Appendix B-24 - Email from Satprem to Governing Board
29th March 2023

Wood disappearing and request for investigations
Auroville Earth Institute <earthinstitute@auroville.org.in> Wed, Mar 29, 2023 at 7:33 PM
To: GB Chairman Ravi <govtam@nic.in>, GB Chairman Ravi <adcofficetn@gmail.com>
Cc: yogabi@roottolight.com, micheldanino@gmail.com, shambhavi.yogini@gmail.com,
vedicinstitute@gmail.com, hp@aurohotels.com, dena.merriam@finnpartners.com,
neetaprasad@pib.gov.in, jsfa-moe@gov.in, nirima@gmail.com, gbnandana1956@gmail.com,
aravindan.neelakandan@gmail.com, rssarraju@gmail.com, gghosal87@gmail.com, lg.pon@nic.in

Ref: 0514 C 248 Chairman Darkali wood 230329

Dear Chairman,

After cutting trees in Darkali without following the recommendations of the Joint Committee, the
ATDC has ordered the wood to be taken away.

Very unclear and opaque processes are being followed by the ATDC. 50,000 Rs have been given
in cash on the site to a CPWD officer, while the Secretary of the Auroville Foundation wants all
the Auroville units to have only bank transfers for all their transactions. Therefore, why does she
allow this kind of cash transaction and is it normal or legal?

The local contractor, who is a relative of the officer of the CPWD horticulture department, is
taking away all the wood after having paid only 75,000 Rs., while the value of the wood has been
safely estimated to 19.99 Lakhs Rs. The wood is stored in unknown places, as we could find only
a fraction of the wood stored in a local sawmill.

19 red sanders (red sandal wood), which is an endangered species have disappeared
mysteriously and their value has been estimated to 16.5 Lakhs Rs. These trees will be
commercialised soon and probably illegally, because the Government has set up very strict
regulations for their commercialisation.

Where is this wood going?
Where is the money going? Auroville has lost about 19.24 Lakhs with this wood. However, these
funds are only crumbs compared to the Crores of rupees that Auroville has lost with the land
exchanges done in the last few months, as ordered by the Secretary.
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What kind of deals are happening between the AVFO, the ATDC, the CPWD and local
contractors, who are probably not registered with the CPWD?

Please find attached a report mentioning a lot of facts again, which seem to point towards
corruption.

Please pause the whole process now, until audits and investigations are done.

Please investigate what the ATDC and CPWD are doing, especially Mr. Jothi Prasad Rajan from
the ATDC.

Please investigate also what the Auroville Foundation Office and the Land Board are doing with
land exchanges.

Very sincerely,

S.
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Appendix B-25 - Legal Notice wrt Clearing
12th June 2023
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Appendix B-26 - Forest Group Statement on Revelation
Early June

Statement of Forest Group on Revelation
10th of June 2023

ONGOING CLEARING IN THE NORTHERN GREENBELT
The Forest Group would like to provide an update to the community regarding the ongoing
clearing of undergrowth in the northern part of Auroville, specifically from Discipline to Espace,
passing through Miracle and Revelation. This activity has been initiated by the FO ATDC, citing it
as preparation for the proposed Outer Ring Road (ORR).

We would like to bring the following points to the community's attention:

1. The inclusion of the ORR in the 1999 master plan is yet to be confirmed.
2. The 2001 AV Master Plan (Perspective 2025) also does not confirm the ORR.
3. The community has not reached a consensus on the implementation of the ORR.
4. A court order prohibits any development in Auroville until proper township plans are
accepted and environmental clearance is obtained.
5. The argument that constructing this road is necessary to appease Pandian and avoid
demolishing buildings in Auromode is unsubstantiated. The breach pertains to building
on the Parambok, not the requirement for access (clarification provided by WC).
6. The FO ATDC does not comply with the required constitution, and therefore cannot
legitimately make decisions as it disregards procedural requirements.
7. The prioritization of developing this road lacks support from any comprehensive mobility
or other studies.

Moreover, even if we disregard the facts above, it would not be feasible to realize the ORR due to
various factors, including the lack of available Auroville land for construction and its path through
Kottakarai village and parts of Edayanchavadi Village.

The RA WC has conclusively established that the claimed need for opening this section of the
ORR in the Pandian case as unfounded. Therefore, this clearing is arbitrary, illegal and against the
ecological development of the city.

During this particularly challenging and stressful time for the Forest Group, we kindly request
support from the broader community to document the ongoing activities in our northern forests.
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Additionally, we appeal to a large number of Aurovilians to physically halt this work. If you are
willing to assist or require further information, please contact us at
forestgroup@auroville.services.
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Appendix B-27 - Letter from RA TDC to /AVFO ‘Land Board’/
8th July 2023

RA TDC: Open letter to Landboard
Auroville, 8th July 2023
TDC 23.041
OPEN LETTER TO AUROVILLE LAND BOARD
Subject: Serious violation of the NGT judgement - tree cutting

Dear Land Board members, Mrs. Meenakshi Special Officer, Mr. Ponnambalam Special Officer, Mr.
Rajavelu, Mr. Raja, Mr. Satyakam, Mr. Venkat

We understand that the Auroville Land Board received an intimation from the office of the
Secretary of the Auroville Foundation to let the trees be cut on a stretch of land stewarded by Mr.
A. Vohra.

It is neither in your nor in the purview of the Secretary of the Auroville Foundation office or Mr. A
Vohra to permit the cutting of trees prior to the evaluation and submission of the Report for the
entire Crown by the Hon’ble Joint Committee.

In an NGT hearing on 14th March 2023 (see court order attached), hon’ble Mr. Vaibhav R
Venkatesh stated - on behalf of the Secretary of the Auroville Foundation Office - that no cutting
of trees will be undertaken beyond the recommendation given by the Joint Committee, meaning
the Darkali stretch.

It is with great disappointment that we have witnessed the Auroville Land Board being engaged
in the cutting of trees near the Gaia crossing as well as the fact that you are acting against the
decision of the Residents’ Assembly taken in the January 2022 RAD.

It is very unfortunate that the Land Board chooses to willfully ignore both the judgement of the
Hon’ble NGT dt 28th April 2022 as well as an RA Decision. Please be aware of the legal
implications of your actions. Any cutting of trees is a direct violation of the court judgement and is
not to be taken lightly.

As we have explained to you verbally several times, unless you have written and signed
documentation intimating you to proceed with or be party to the cutting of trees on any part of
the proposed Crown trajectory - outside of the Darkali park stretch - or anywhere inside the
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Auroville project / Master plan area on lands that have not been developed may make you
personally liable for the actions taken. This includes the clearing of shrubs and understory as well
as young trees, as is being undertaken by Mr. A. Grandcolas on lands that should be stewarded
by the Auroville Land Board between Town Hall and Martimandir.
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Appendix B-28 - RA TDC Tree Felling Report
7th September 2023
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Appendix B-29 - RA TDC letter to community accompanying Tree
Felling Report
7th September 2023

RA TDC: Tree felling in Auroville 21.09.23

Dear Community,
Recently we put together the total (it's probably more) number of trees that have been cut
since the NGT judgement. This does not include the understory (many young trees) that was
cleared in MFG (Mothers Flower Garden project) and Revelation and other parts like Micheal
Bonke's plots.

All these trees have been cut not only in violation of the NGT judgement, but also go against the
resolution passed by the RA in January 2021 to pause all permanent development on the Crown,
Radials and Outer ring road until proper plans had been agreed upon by the RA.

Some of the trees felled near Gaia crossing were 15-20 year old rare species such as Blackwood
or also known as East Indian Ebony (Diospyros Ebenum)for which permission to cut is required
and other rare trees like the East Indian satinwood (Chloroxylon swietenia), Bombay ebony
(Diospyros Montana) and Tricalysia sphaerocarpa. Not to forget the Banyans and Palmyra's
opposite Sante and near Unity Pavilion that were cut.

We are concerned by all the trees being cut also because these are ecologically valuable assets of
Auroville which contribute to our green infrastructure and to having the highest
concentration of floral biodiversity in the region and also of this forest type in general.
The Auroville forest and green cover are a precious asset not only to Auroville, but also for the
surrounding areas.

in Service,

L'avenir d'Auroville - TDC Town Development Council
Anan, Divya L, Dorle, Island, Natasha S, Tom G
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Appendix C-1 - Land Board report
22nd December 2021

Land Board Report for GB/IAC May 2022

Overview of Auroville Lands
Auroville lands have been purchased by voluntary sale by the owners over the years.
Negotiations are carried out by the land board and purchases are made through donations
received by devotees, Aurovilians and well-wishers.
Thus, the consolidation of land holdings in the master plan area has not been achieved as yet and
Auroville has developed correspondingly.

Within the masterplan concept Auroville owns; 82% of the city area, (some 138 acres remain to
be purchased in the city area of which 18.56 acres of private land are on the crown area alone).
And 32% of the Green belt, (some 2522 acres remain to be purchased). Auroville also owns
approximately 1100 acres of land in the Oustery area, north near Saidapet and on the coast that
were purchased primarily around 1965 under the surveillance of the Mother, they are located
outside the Masterplan concept.
Please note that within the Master Plan area, a total area of 710 acres constitutes; Village
settlements, Peromboke or Temple lands- these are primarily located in the GBelt area- except
for Kottakarai Village that is partially located in the city area-.
These 710 acres can be further broken down to approximately 368.4 acres of village settlements
and 342 acres are Temple and/or Poramboke lands respectively.

The Land Board
The Land Board is constituted by some 30 persons who perform the various functions of;
purchase, survey and protection on behalf of the Auroville Foundation.
The previous Auroville Foundation secretary Mr Chunkath, had assisted the LB in numerous ways,
guiding the Land Board in setting up procedures to prevent fraudulent document purchases and
halted land exchanges, after assessing that these had been un-favorable to Auroville. He
recommended an empaneled evaluator be hired on the rare occasions it would be necessary. The
adoption of these procedures was positive and have ensured genuine documents with
transparent procedures for purchases, the stopping of exchanges has encouraged sales to reoccur
once again, instead of parties demanding exchanges only.

General Issues
One disadvantage of the purchase procedure is that it takes time (2 months at minimum from
price agreement to purchase conclusion) whereas local sellers are often prompted to sell land to
attend to urgent personal matters (such as education, marriage or health). Therefore, any internal
delays need to be avoided.
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A recent suggestion by the AV Foundation office was to include the undersecretary to join the
registration in Vanur, we are concerned that this may add further delays.

We have observed increasing land purchases by outside parties (non-ancestral land owners) who
escalate the prices, and/or develop the properties in areas zoned for agriculture and are also
demanding the use of the Auroville’s private accesses, (access are provided by mutual
agreements to the ancestral farmers owners only and are not transferable upon sale).
We note that especially after the lockdown (see graphs below) purchases have increased.
Roadside development and commercial activities in the green belt have also increased, therefore
coordinated strategies with regard to preventing development in the green belt, applying
appropriate statutes (see GO of TN 2003) or similar, and providing incentives to ancestral land
owners whilst dissuading speculators are needed.

Steps and actions are needed that can minimize the causes of price escalations, and land use
regulations may assist that the Auroville concept is sustained for the future. It is the duty of the
LB to assist in these goals and to utilize the donations in a responsible manner on behalf of
Auroville, we believe that communication and collaboration with the estate manager is essential
to success.
Currently speculation and development by outside parties in the Master Plan area. (Business’s
and Plot layouts) are being carried out un-checked (permission from the TDC was required
previously). The roadside developments and plotting layouts do not have any waste management
or dump sites. These issues are affecting the ecology, beauty and atmosphere that Auroville aims
to manifest. Waste is dumped on AV land or by the roadside; poorly managed water governance
and loss of green areas will lead to over extraction of the aquifer which will lower or deplete the
water table. This will negatively impact the whole area, causing particular hardships to the
neighboring villages, farmers as well as Auroville.

Issues faced and questions
The present secretary has directed land acquisition for the city area, the LB assisted in providing
the detailed information as requested (plots remaining, owners, guideline values) however we do
not have any new information on the matter. The LB was recently invited to a meeting with the
Collector but was not admitted to the meeting.

Q: Is there any update regarding land acquisition? The LB would like to know what strategy
to follow when owners come forward to sell land in the city area in view of the acquisition? As
the LB purchases are transparent the registered price may be escalated therefore
communication is needed. If city lands will be acquired shall the Land Board focus its
attention on the green belt instead?
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It has been reported in some instances that parties are registering fake sales at a high value to
influence land evaluation in the area for acquisition without actually proceeding with the sale.

Q: Can the consideration amount of the actual sales be verified, to prevent escalating the
evaluation price for land that is not actually sold?

We are still facing problems for more than a 100 Patta transfers from earlier purchases, 14 are in
Pondicherry state and some 90 in Tamil Nadu.

Q: Can assistance be provided to expedite the pending Patta transfers in both Pondicherry and
Tamil Nadu?

Q: Can any advantage be provided to Ancestral land owners for selling land to Auroville?
(Such as Income tax waiver or any other incentive?)

Purchases
Two purchases recommended by the FAMC and WC were negotiated by the LB, but were not
executed.
1) an area of 1.59 acres in the Greenbelt, authorization requested on 22 Dec 2021
2) an area of 0.30 acres, in the Greenbelt, authorization requested on the 17 Nov 2021

The Auroville Foundation offices hadn’t provided the required authorization letter despite many
requests thus the parties sold elsewhere. It may be noted that considerable energy, time and
expenses for; legal opinions, newspaper publications were incurred to bring the purchase prior to
the final step of requesting an authorization letter to register the purchase.

Two purchases are currently awaiting authorization; (These are important agricultural lands,
providing water, electricity and consolidating existing property).

3.95 acres authorization requested on the 10 of March 2022
0.76 acres authorization requested on the 28th March 2022

Q: Can a yearly authorization letter for purchases appointing 3 or 4 members of the Land
Board be issued for purchases that are jointly agreed upon by FAMC and WC in favor of
Auroville Foundation Offices? As opposed to an authorization for each purchase. Or can the
Foundation permit the WC to authorize purchases?

Encroachment and Damage to Auroville Foundation (AVF) property;
A select number of (5) evictions and encroachments were sent on 12 February 2022 via the WC
requiring the attention and action of secretary/ Estate officer. To date no answer has been
received.
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An outside party purchased a property in the eco-sensitive Pitchandikulam area and demanded to
use Auroville’s private access instead of negotiating a closer access through the private Auropark
layout. The party used a JCB to destroy the gate and check post bringing goons to intimidate the
residents on 23rd March 2022, claiming he had permission from the secretary. The secretary had
been requested by the WC on the same day to file a criminal complaint for destruction, trespass
and intimidation and to clarify if she gave permission for the access (as was claimed). To date no
answer has been received from the Auroville Foundation.

The AVF response is crucial to prevent acts of violence, trespass, destruction and threats to
person and property, in order to emphatically dissuade similar present and future acts. Not doing
so will make the work that the LB carries out on behalf of the AVF and the residents much harder.
The destruction of the live fence by JCB, without prior intimation or in the presence of a
Government surveyor has occurred on the Auroville Foundation beach properties located in
Pondicherry district in April 2022. The destruction was finally halted by the police and a survey
requested, which is awaited. AVF has not acted against these aggravated encroachments. Police
complaints filed by the Land Board are the sole action within our purview and are limited in effect,
as the Land Board does not have authority to proceed further in court without AVF’s
authorization. We note that encroaching parties are behaving with impunity and taking advantage
of the present confusion and lack of effective follow up. We are facing aggravated encroachments
into Auroville land and land grabbing issues. The Land Board has faced such problems, however
with the assistance and involvement of the secretary, we were able to deal with these issues
effectively.
Protecting and securing the existing Auroville land must be of prime concern to the office of the
Auroville Foundation. The powers and authority of the Estate Officer have been unexploited in
some of these instances.

Pending Legal Matters:
Urgent legal proceedings that need AVF secretary signature has as yet not been received.
An authorization to take the matter forward by the LB was requested on 3rd Jan 2022, in order to
represent the AVF to sign the review papers through the concerned advocate, regarding an
encroachment on AVF property to date none has been provided.
It has been reported that the AVF is meeting with vendors and or other parties related to land
issues. kindly consider including or informing the LB so that we are not working at cross purposes.
Regular meetings between the AVF and Land Board could help to mitigate such issues, as
discussed and agreed to earlier, however regular meetings have not been held so far.
The Graphs below show the acres, years and areas of land purchase along with weighted
average from 2018-2022 (Bear in mind the lockdown/ restriction periods in 2020-21 and the time
of this report for 2022)
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Appendix C-2 - Request for 0.30 acres
15th November 2021
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Appendix C-3 - Request and warning that sellers will withdraw
8th December 2021

Subject: Re: Authorization requested for IR28/7 & BO23/3 - Land Purchase.
From: Land Board <landboard@auroville.org.in>
Date: 08/12/2021, 15:45
To: Working Commitee <workingcom@auroville.org.in>
CC: Auroville Foundation <avfounda�on@auroville.org.in>, Land Board Office
<landboardoffice@auroville.org.in>

Dear Working Commitee and Auroville Foundation,

The sellers are very disappointed about the delay of the registration. The Land Board is
not able to answer the constant inquiries with a promise that we can hold. It is very
much likely that the seller will withdraw from the deal if the registration will not
manifest before 16.12.21.

Warm Regards,

Land Board
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Appendix C-4 - Final request for authorisation for 0.30 acres,
ignored
11th January 2022
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Appendix C-5 - Response Land Board to AVFO - queries for 1.59
acres
28th December 2021
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Appendix C-6 - Request for authorisation
3rd January 2022
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Appendix C-7 - Overview of encroachments not responded to by
AVFO
12th February 2022

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY - 4

Eviction of Encroachments

S.No Case Number/
Survey
Number

Action Requested Date of Request Status

1. RS 195/2
(Srima)

Land Board request The
Secretary to apply the
powers of Estate officer to
evict the encroachment.

Request letter
sent on
09/08/2021

Request made in
person on
18/11/2021

Encroached on
since 2007.
12.44 cents as
on 2015
(Subsequent
encroachment
has occurred.
Fresh survey to
be conducted to
ascertain exact
extent of
encroachment)

2. RS 108/4
(Acceptance
Community)

Land Board request The
Secretary to apply the
powers of Estate officer to
evict the encroachment.

Request made in
person on
18/11/2021

The said issue is
under litigation
(OS 112/2019
and CMA
2/2020).

3.
RS 426/1A1
(I M Segar)

Land Board request The
Secretary to apply the
powers of Estate officer to
evict the encroachment.

Request made in
person on
18/11/2021

The land is
encroached
since 2016.
Encroacher has
built a shed on
the land.

4. RS 436/1A1
(Temple
encroachment)

Land Board request The
Secretary to apply the
powers of Estate officer to
evict the encroachment.

Request made in
person on
18/11/2021

The land is
encroached
since 2016.
Encroacher has
built a temple
on the land.
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5. RS 422
(Punitham-
Dinesh
Restaurant)

The Secretary to request
District Collector and
Tahsildar to carry out the
eviction based on the setting
aside of the writ petition by
High Court filed by
Punitham.

Request made in
person on
18/11/2021

Porombokke
land has been
encroached.

6.
RS 230/1
(Visitor center)

The Secretary to request
District Collector and
Tahsildar to evict the
encroachment on the
porombokke land.

Request made in
person on
18/11/2021

Porombokke
land has been
encroached by
Mayavathi and
she has set up a
shop on the
land.
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Appendix C-8 - Report from Land Board

31st March

Report on Pitchandikulam trespass and destruction on 23rd March 2022

By Land Board , 31 Mar 2022 / 12:15 pm

On the 23rd of March at around 10.30 am a JCB, POSH hospital employees along with some 40
plus henchmen from Pondicherry and Kuilapalayam area forced entry on Auroville lands and
destroyed the gate using a JCB, while claiming that they had permission from the Secretary,
however they did not provide any written confirmation of the same. After destroying the gate with
the JCB the mob entered into the Community of Pitchandikulam and threatened the residents. The
residents called the WC, LB and AV Security, and a call to the "Silent Presence" was also made.
The Police remained on the road side till after the destruction had occurred.

Land Board members arrived at Pitchandikulam community and assisted in diffusing the situation
(and the Kuilapalayam members requested the Pondicherry people to leave). The AV security
arrived, the police intervened towards the end, talking to the POSH hospital members and the Dr
and his family at the gate to calm the situation further.

Meanwhile WC members were immediately informed and met with the AVF Secretary; it was
reported that the secretary had advised the Dr/LB to follow the law (?!), the requested assistance
during the crisis was declined with the comment that Avlians had refused to collaborate with her.
The land board through the WC has requested the Secretary to file a criminal complaint for
destruction of property, trespass and intimidation, or to provide authorization for the WC or LB to
do so.

On the 23rd March the LB was copied on a letter from the WC to the AVF requesting a
clarification on whether permission to the Dr, for access had been granted? The LB has requested
the WC to update the LB about the meetings or communication between the WC and AVF on this
alarming issue.

The next day a drilling rig was brought in and there is a lot of traffic through AV land every day
since the appropriation of the access on Auroville Patta land (and not a public access, as wrongly
mentioned by several parties. A rectification has also been sent to Dinar Mallar regarding their
article published on the 24th March on the events).
History: This is an ongoing matter since 2020 (see LB February report). Briefly the matter
concerns a private property purchased by POSH hospital to be developed as a Therapy center,
Farm House and lately organic farming, (located between Certitude and Dilip’s and adjacent to
Gratitude), the party has been demanding access through AV property. The LB has requested the
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Dr to get access through the Auropark plot development which is much shorter and not through
the ecologically sensitive Pitchandikulam forest.
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Appendix C-9 - Email from Land Board
10th March 2022

Fwd: Request for legal action
From: Land Board <landboard@auroville.org.in>
Date: Fri, 25 Mar 2022, 12:48 pm
Subject: Request for legal action
To: Avfoundation . <avfoundation@auroville.org.in>
Cc: Workingcom <workingcom@auroville.org.in>, FAMC <famc@auroville.org.in>, avenir
<avenir@auroville.org.in>
To Auroville Foundation Secretary

Dear Madam Secretary,
On 23rd March the residents of Pitchandikulam were threatened by some 40+ unknown persons
and the gate was destroyed by JCB at the behest of Dr Veerappan of POSH hospitals.

We request you to kindly take the following action;

- To file a criminal private complaint directly to the Magistrate for the destruction of Auroville
property, intimidation, threats and trespass.

- And also simultaneously file a civil suit for permanent injunction (with a preliminary order for a
temporary injunction till the civil suit is completed) against Dr Veeriah Veerapan of Posh Hospital
for trespassing into Auroville lands.

Kindly take action or provide the Land Board with the necessary authorization to file the above
suits.

Thank you,

Land Board Team
cc Working committee, FAMC, ATDC,
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Appendix C-10 - Letter from Working Committee
23rd March 2022
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Appendix C-11 - Land Board Office Order No. 520
28th June 2022
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Appendix C-12 - Overview of land under threat of encroachment
13th September 2022
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Appendix C-13 - Report of S. M. of events on 13-14 September
13th - 14th September 2022
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Appendix C-14 - Report of S. M. 23rd September 2022
23rd September 2022
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Appendix C-15 - Announcement of RA WCom
23rd September 2022

Update regarding Evergreen corner

Dear community,

On Friday 23rd September, following the violent events at Evergreen, a delegation of
Aurovilians met with the Collector. One of the Aurovilians present reported that the
Collector immediately called the Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO) to pass an order to
maintain status quo on the ground, due to a law and order problem, until the matter is
cleared by the courts. He requested that the case be expedited and the decision taken
urgently. The Tahsildar was also present at the meeting.

On Saturday 24th September, the RDO came on site at Evergreen. He spoke with Mr PKS and his
henchmen, asking them to pause their work, and said that on Monday 26th
September he will issue a status quo order to avoid any further developments for the
time being.

We hope this will secure Auroville lands and residents until the courts have given their
Verdict.

Sincerely,

Your Working Committee
Aravinda, Bharathy, Chali, Hemant, Maël, Sauro, Valli

Auroville Dossier 3/3 - October 2023
Mismanagement of Auroville Assets, Finances & Resources

APPENDICES - Page 346 / 353



Appendix C-16 - Pictures Evergreen
23rd September 2022
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Appendix C-17 - Report by S. M. on events
8th October 2022
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